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I will advise the agency if I change my address or telephone
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To: Florida Commission on Human Relations
From: Mathias Gerhard Serwas
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I believe I was discriminated against on the basis
of my color, age, sex and handicap, inasmuch as: o>

So T11. That on at least four occasions, my professional
integrity as a corrections officer was openingly
and wrongfully held to criticism to other officers
and to the inmates that I am in charge of and have
to deal/handle on a daily basis [the "loss of face"
in front of inmates is a death blow to my ability
to handle inmates, effectively rendering me power-
less as a corrections officer].
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2. That on one occasion, I was passed over for promo-
tion to Case Management by younger, less qualified
females. Case Management was comprised almost
entirely of younger females. I spent several years
of night school to get a Bachelor degree in Criminal
Justice to qualify for this job. The two people
responsible for the appointment were females. The
two people chosen for the appointment were females.
The females chosen were not even employees of the
Volusia County Dept, of Corrections.

3. That I was subject to special treatment which re-
quired me to do things that no other officer does.
[This special treatment is fully documented with
dates, times and witnesses and is lengthy].

4. That I was subject to special treatment which pre-
vented me from being able to do the normal things
any other officer is allowed to do. [This special
treatment is fully documented with dates, times,
locations, details, witnesses and is very long].

5. That I was lied to, threatened, harrassed and
intimidated by my superiors. This is fully docu-
mented in a report that contains dates, times,
details and witnesses and is very long.

All these things manifested themselves after:

[*] I had injured my back while on the job.
[*] I was diagnosed with obstructive sleep apnea.
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1A. Summary: [full details have been documented]

Capt Harrison, shift commander had ordered me to do
the trash run [a high security procedure in which all
trash from the jail kitchen is moved to the outside
and put in dumpsters.
I obtained the special keys needed to access the trash
and take it out side, and went to the kitchen. There,
I ordered the inmates to pack up all the trash into
the rolling bins used for this procedure when Sgt.
Geathers appeared on the scene. He asked what I was
going. I said I was taking out the trash. He said
"No one told you to. We are not ready. Go back to
your unit." I started to explain that Capt Harrison
order when Geathers interrupted me, and started
yelling "don't just stand there. Don't you know how
to follow orders?” About 15 inmates were present and
a civilian supervisor. Everything just stopped, with
everyone looking at Geathers and me, apparently ex-
pecting a fight. Geathers disappeared into a room
with glass panels and I could see him standing in the
room and glaring at me. Then he picked up the phone
and made a call. He came back out of the room and
left the kitchen without a word. The kitchen super-
visor [Rick] remarked something about Geathers being
stressed out or 'not getting any'. I continued the
job and finished the trash run.
I made a written report about the incident, addressed
to Capt. Harrison. Nothing ever came of it.

IB. Details:

I ran into Mrs. Gruber at the market and she was
very surpised to see me, thinking I was dead.
Mrs. Gruber, who works at the jail as a supervisor
told me that she was at a party in Sept. 1997 which
was comprised of people who work at the jail. She
was talking to a sergeant and the sergeant said that
I had committed suicide. The Sgt's name is Godfrey.

1C. Details:

While I was supervising the feeding of violent crimi-
nals on unit ten of Volusia County Branch Jail, I
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caught an inmate trusty stealing food from one of the
food trays. Another officer witnessed my findings.
The inmate became very upset and threatening and I
expected a physical encounter, but the inmate retreated.
The inmate was a convicted felon and was
serving out his time under County control. I told
the inmate, who was assigned to booking as a cleanup
detail, to report back to booking. I notified the
officer in charge of booking what had happened and
wrote up disciplinary charges on the usual form
VCDC-362. The next two days I did not work.
Upon returning to work on the Unit 10, I spied the
inmate, and asked him why he was not locked down.
He shrugged and said nothing. I repeated the question.
He said "it was taken care of”. I asked "by who".
He said, "Lt. McClelland".
I contacted Lt. McClelland and confronted him with
what happened to the inmate. McClelland said the
inmate would have lost his gain-time because of my
charges so he destroyed the VCDC-362.

1C: Synopsis: [times/dates, witnesses available]

on 4-25-95, I assisted Unit 9 off Clemmons conducting
haircuts for inmates on the unit. There were two
barbers who are inmates cutting hair on the unit. The
Policies and Procedures [P&P] require an extra officer
present during haircutting. Sgt. Geathers, a black
officer was the Housing Unit Supervisor [HUS] and was
present on the unit as well as Lt. McGrath, who was
on the unit for observation and 'rounds'. After the
haircutting was finished, the inmates were secured in
their cells and the barbers left after cleaning up the
hair. I returned to my assigned Unit 6 which adjoins
Unit 9 to assist the officer I had left alone. Sgt.
Geathers called me on the telephone and asked me why
I had abandoned my post. I asked him what he was
talking about. He said "Did you get Lt. McGrath to
cover for you durng the haircuts?" I told him that
haircuts were terminated. He again said, "Did you ask
Lt. McGrath to cover for you?" I asked him what are
you trying to say or do?” He said, "I want a written
report to me." I asked him what he wanted a report on.
He said "Just write something about why you didn't get
Lt. McGrath to cover for you.” I said, "There was no.
need as haircuts were secured." He said "I want the
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Lt. MCGrath should be particularly aware I had sleep
apnea because I told him that I might need a relief when
feeling drowsy. [It should be noted that those times
that I did request a relief, none was provided].

I should also like to note that I thought I had recog-
nized one of the three members on the committee that
judged me guilty. But I could not place the individual
until months later while going through my college books.
It was a female fellow student I had attended classes
with while getting my degree in Criminal Justice. We
never spoke to each other at all [as she was always very
aloof].

I would also like to state that the Medical Insurance
provided to me by Volusia County refused to pay for any
programs available from medical doctors that involve
sleep apnea. The last procedure was surgery on my lower
jaw but the Volusia County Medical Insurance refused
to pay for it. I was stuck with the bill and I am still
paying for it myself.

in September of 1996 I was treated by Orthopaedic Clinic
of Daytona Beach [OCDB] for back pain from an earlier
injury on the job. Dr. Mark Gillespie, of OCDB who
first treated me recommended that I have a myelogram
combination CAT scan. Working with Mr. Fred Bowers of
the Florida Vocational Rehabilitation, Dr. Gillespie set
up the appointment with the hospital. On the day before
I was scheduled for the tests, Dr. Gillespie's office
called and said that Denise Boman, who is a Volusia
County employee representing Workman's Comp. Insurance
had refused to pay for the procedure. I told Dr. that
I have insurance and to go ahead with the schedule. But
OCDB said my insurance would not cover the procedure.
I contacted Fred Bowers and was told by the staff at FI.
Voc. Rehab, that Mr. Bowers was no longer with them. I
then talked to Mrs. Bailey, who is/was Mr. Bower's sup=
ervisor and she explained that Voc. Rehab, would pay for
it. Mrs. Bailey called OCDB and the surgery/tests was
back on schedule. I called OCDB to make sure. On Sept.
11, 1997, the CT scan and myelogram were performed on
me. I made an appointment after about two weeks with
OCDB to get the results of the tests. I was seen by
another doctor, Dr. Gottlich, whom I had seen before and
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he told me, "well, you'll never going to be a guard [CO]
again." I asked him exactly just what I was able to do.
He said that I would have to schedule another appoint-
ment with Dr. Mark Gillespie to get an exact idea as to
what I am capable of doing without injuring myself fur-
ther. I scheduled another appointment. Upon arriving,
I was asked who is going to pay for this. I said, hell,
I will. I went into a dressing room and waited a while
when a nurse came in and said I needed to talk with the
finance staff. I talked with Joyce, who handles all the
finances and she said the results of the tests would be
available only to FL. Voc. Rehab, since they had paid
for the tests. To date, Mary Ellen Moreno, the case
manager who replaced Fred Bowers, has been unable to get
the results of these tests.
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