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ADDENDUM C | RETIRED JUDGE 

A judge who is retired under 28 USC §371(b) or §372(a) (applicable 

to Article III judges), or who is subject to recall under §178(d) 

(applicable to judges on the Court of Federal Claims), or who is 

recalled to judicial service, should comply with all the provisions 

of this Code except Canon 4F, but the judge should refrain from 

judicial service during the period of extrajudicial appointment 

not sanctioned by Canon 4F. All other retired judges who are 

eligible for recall to judicial service (except those in U.S. 

territories and possessions) should comply with the provisions of 

this Code governing part-time judges. However, bankruptcy judges 

and magistrate judges who are eligible for recall but who have 

notified the Administrative Office of the United States Courts 

that they will not consent to recall are not obligated to comply 

with the provisions of this Code governing part-time judges. Such 

notification may be made at any time after retirement, and is 

irrevocable. A senior judge in the territories and possessions 

must comply with this Code as prescribed by 28 USC §373(c)(5) and 

(d). 

 

Commentary 

The 2014 amendment to the Compliance section, regarding retired bankruptcy judges and 

magistrate judges and exempting those judges from compliance with the Code as part-time judges 

if they notify the Administrative Office of the United States Courts that they will not consent to 

recall, was not intended to alter those judges’ statutory entitlements to annuities, cost-of-living 

adjustments, or any other retirement benefits. 
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