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CANON 4C | FUND RAISING 

A judge may assist nonprofit law-related, civic, charitable, 

educational, religious, or social organizations in planning fund-

raising activities and may be listed as an officer, director, or 

trustee. A judge may solicit funds for such an organization from 

judges over whom the judge does not exercise supervisory or 

appellate authority and from members of the judge’s family. 

Otherwise, a judge should not personally participate in fund-

raising activities, solicit funds for any organization, or use or 

permit the use of the prestige of judicial office for that purpose. 

A judge should not personally participate in membership 

solicitation if the solicitation might reasonably be perceived as 

coercive or is essentially a fund-raising mechanism. 

 

Commentary 

Canon 4C. A judge may attend fund-raising events of law-related and other organizations 

although the judge may not be a speaker, a guest of honor, or featured on the program of such an 

event. Use of a judge’s name, position in the organization, and judicial designation on an 

organization’s letterhead, including when used for fund raising or soliciting members, does not 

violate Canon 4C if comparable information and designations are listed for others. 
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