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CANON 4B | CIVIC AND CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES

A Jjudge may participate in and serve as an officer, director,
trustee, or nonlegal advisor of a nonprofit civic, charitable,
educational, religious, or social organization, subject to the
following limitations:

(1) A judge should not serve if it 1is 1likely that the
organization will either be engaged in proceedings that would
ordinarily come before the judge or be regularly engaged in
adversary proceedings in any court.

(2) A judge should not give investment advice to such an
organization but may serve on 1its board of directors or
trustees even though it has the responsibility for approving
investment decisions.

Commentary

Canon 4B. The changing nature of some organizations and their exposure to litigation make
it necessary for a judge regularly to reexamine the activities of each organization with which the
judge is affiliated to determine if the judge’s continued association is appropriate. For example, in
many jurisdictions, charitable hospitals are in court more often now than in the past.
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