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§760.51 FS | VIOLATIONS OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, CIVIL ACTION BY 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL; CIVIL PENALTY 

(1) Whenever any person, whether or not acting under color of 

law, interferes by threats, intimidation, or coercion, or 

attempts to interfere by threats, intimidation, or coercion, 

with the exercise or enjoyment by any other person of rights 

secured by the State Constitution or laws of this state, the 

Attorney General may bring a civil or administrative action 

for damages, and for injunctive or other appropriate relief 

for violations of the rights secured. Any damages recovered 

under this section shall accrue to the injured person. The 

civil action shall be brought in the name of the state and 

may be brought on behalf of the injured person. The Attorney 

General is entitled to an award of reasonable attorney’s fees 

and costs if the Department of Legal Affairs prevails in an 

action brought under this section. 

(2) Any person who interferes by threats, intimidation, or 

coercion, or attempts to interfere by threats, intimidation, 

or coercion, with the exercise or enjoyment by any other 

person of rights secured by the State Constitution or laws of 

this state is liable for a civil penalty of not more than 

$10,000 for each violation. This penalty may be recovered in 

any action brought under this section by the Attorney General. 

A civil penalty so collected shall accrue to the state and 

shall be deposited as received into the General Revenue Fund 

unallocated. 

 

History - (s. 4, ch. 91-74) 
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