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§90.204 FS | DETERMINATION OF PROPRIETY OF JUDICIAL NOTICE AND 

NATURE OF MATTER NOTICED 

(1) When a court determines upon its own motion that judicial 

notice of a matter should be taken or when a party requests such 

notice and shows good cause for not complying with s. 90.203(1), 

the court shall afford each party reasonable opportunity to present 

information relevant to the propriety of taking judicial notice 

and to the nature of the matter noticed. 

(2) In determining the propriety of taking judicial notice of 

a matter or the nature thereof, a court may use any source of 

pertinent and reliable information, whether or not furnished by a 

party, without regard to any exclusionary rule except a valid claim 

of privilege and except for the exclusions provided in s. 90.403. 

(3) If a court resorts to any documentary source of 

information not received in open court, the court shall make the 

information and its source a part of the record in the action and 

shall afford each party reasonable opportunity to challenge such 

information, and to offer additional information, before judicial 

notice of the matter is taken. 

(4) In family cases, the court may take judicial notice of 

any matter described in s. 90.202(6) when imminent danger to 

persons or property has been alleged and it is impractical to give 

prior notice to the parties of the intent to take judicial notice. 

Opportunity to present evidence relevant to the propriety of taking 

judicial notice under subsection (1) may be deferred until after 

judicial action has been taken. If judicial notice is taken under 

this subsection, the court shall, within 2 business days, file a 

notice in the pending case of the matters judicially noticed. For 

purposes of this subsection, the term “family cases” has the same 

meaning as provided in the Rules of Judicial Administration. 

 

History.—s. 1, ch. 76-237; s. 1, ch. 77-77; s. 22, ch. 78-361; s. 1, ch. 78-379; s. 2, ch. 2014-35. 
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