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§57.081 COSTS | RIGHT TO PROCEED WHERE PREPAYMENT OF COSTS AND 

PAYMENT OF FILING FEES WAIVED 

(1) Any indigent person, except a prisoner as defined in s. 

57.085, who is a party or intervenor in any judicial or 

administrative agency proceeding or who initiates such proceeding 

shall receive the services of the courts, sheriffs, and clerks, 

with respect to such proceedings, despite his or her present 

inability to pay for these services. Such services are limited to 

filing fees; service of process; certified copies of orders or 

final judgments; a single photocopy of any court pleading, record, 

or instrument filed with the clerk; examining fees; mediation 

services and fees; private court-appointed counsel fees; subpoena 

fees and services; service charges for collecting and disbursing 

funds; and any other cost or service arising out of pending 

litigation. In any appeal from an administrative agency decision, 

for which the clerk is responsible for preparing the transcript, 

the clerk shall record the cost of preparing the transcripts and 

the cost for copies of any exhibits in the record. A party who has 

obtained a certification of indigence pursuant to s. 27.52 or s. 

57.082 with respect to a proceeding is not required to prepay costs 

to a court, clerk, or sheriff and is not required to pay filing 

fees or charges for issuance of a summons. 

(2) Any sheriff who, in complying with the terms of this 

section, expends personal funds for automotive fuel or ordinary 

carfare in serving the process of those qualifying under this 

section may requisition the board of county commissioners of the 

county for the actual expense, and on the submission to the board 

of county commissioners of appropriate proof of any such 

expenditure, the board of county commissioners shall pay the amount 

of the actual expense from the general fund of the county to the 

requisitioning officer. 

(3) If an applicant prevails in an action, costs shall be 

taxed in his or her favor as provided by law and, when collected, 

shall be applied to pay filing fees or costs that have not been 

paid. 

(History.—ss. 1, 2, 3, ch. 17883, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 4680(2); s. 15, ch. 29615, 1955; s. 1, ch. 

57-251; s. 13, ch. 67-254; s. 14, ch. 73-334; s. 1, ch. 80-348; s. 18, ch. 94-348; s. 1362, ch. 95-

147; s. 1, ch. 96-106; s. 9, ch. 97-107; s. 71, ch. 2003-402; s. 34, ch. 2005-236; s. 8, ch. 2009-61; 

s. 12, ch. 2012-100.) 

(Note.—Former s. 58.09.) 
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