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§40.013 FS | PERSONS DISQUALIFIED OR EXCUSED FROM JURY SERVICE

(1) No person who is under prosecution for any crime, or who has
been convicted in this state, any federal court, or any other
state, territory, or country of Dbribery, forgery, perjury,
larceny, or any other offense that is a felony in this state or
which i1f it had been committed in this state would be a felony,
unless restored to civil rights, shall be qualified to serve as a
juror.

(2)

(a) Neither the Governor, nor Lieutenant Governor, nor any
Cabinet officer, nor clerk of court, or Jjudge shall be
qualified to be a juror.

(b) Any full-time federal, state, or local law enforcement
officer or such entities’ investigative personnel shall be
excused from jury service unless such persons choose to serve.

(3) No person interested in any issue to be tried therein shall be
a juror in any cause; but no person shall be disqualified from
sitting in the trial of any suit in which the state or any county
or municipal corporation is a party by reason of the fact that
such person is a resident or taxpayer within the state or such
county or municipal corporation.

(4) Any expectant mother and any parent who is not employed full
time and who has custody of a child under 6 years of age, upon
request, shall be excused from jury service.

(5) A presiding Jjudge may, 1in his or her discretion, excuse a
practicing attorney, a practicing physician, or a person who 1is
physically infirm from jury service, except that no person shall
be excused from service on a civil trial jury solely on the basis
that the person is deaf or hearing impaired, if that person wishes
to serve, unless the presiding Jjudge makes a finding that
consideration of the evidence to be presented requires auditory
discrimination or that the timely progression of the trial will be
considerably affected thereby. However, nothing in this subsection
shall affect a litigant’s right to exercise a peremptory challenge.

(6) A person may be excused from jury service upon a showing of
hardship, extreme inconvenience, or public necessity.

(7) A person who was summoned and who reported as a prospective
juror in any court in that person’s county of residence within 1
year before the first day for which the person is being considered

=7 www.TextBookDiscrimination.com | Get Booked Up on Justice | 1 of 2



https://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/?lws
https://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/?lws

TBD | §40.013 Florida Statute | 12/14/2023

for jury service is exempt from jury service for 1 year from the
last day of service.

(8) A person 70 years of age or older shall be excused from jury
service upon request. A person 70 years of age or older may also
be permanently excused from jury service upon written request. A
person who 1s ©permanently excused from Jjury service may
subsequently request, in writing, to be included in future Jjury
lists provided such person meets the qualifications required by
this chapter.

(9) Any person who, because of mental 1illness, intellectual
disability, senility, or other physical or mental incapacity, is
permanently incapable of caring for himself or herself may be
permanently excused from jury service upon request if the request
is accompanied by a written statement to that effect from a
physician licensed pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter 459.

(10) Any person who 1is responsible for the care of a person who,
because of mental illness, intellectual disability, senility, or
other physical or mental incapacity, 1is incapable of caring for
himself or herself shall be excused from jury service upon request.

(11) Upon request, a full-time student between 18 and 21 years of
age, inclusive, who is attending high school or any state
university, private postsecondary educational institution, Florida
College System institution, or career center shall be excused from
that specific summons for Jjury service.

History - (s. 3, ch. 3010, 1877; s. 1, ch. 4015, 1891; RS 1149; GS 1572; RGS 2774; CGL 4451; s.
2, ch. 26848, 1951; s. 7, ch. 73-334; s. 1, ch. 77-102; s. 1, ch. 77-431; s. 4, ch. 79-235; s. 1, ch.
80-170; s. 1, ch. 83-210; s. 1, ch. 87-75; s. 1, ch. 92-8; s. 1, ch. 92-297; s. 1, ch. 93-125; s. 245,
ch. 95-147; s. 1, ch. 97-199; s. 2, ch. 2013-162; s. 1, ch. 2016-52; s. 1, ch. 2020-57.)

Note - (Former s. 40.07.)
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