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ARTICLE X SECTION 1 | AMENDMENTS TO UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 

The legislature shall not take action on any proposed 

amendment to the constitution of the United States unless a 

majority of the members thereof have been elected after the 

proposed amendment has been submitted for ratification. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 2 | MILITIA 

(a) The militia shall be composed of all ablebodied 

inhabitants of the state who are or have declared their intention 

to become citizens of the United States; and no person because of 

religious creed or opinion shall be exempted from military duty 

except upon conditions provided by law. 

(b) The organizing, equipping, housing, maintaining, and 

disciplining of the militia, and the safekeeping of public arms 

may be provided for by law. 

(c) The governor shall appoint all commissioned officers of 

the militia, including an adjutant general who shall be chief of 

staff. The appointment of all general officers shall be subject to 

confirmation by the senate. 

(d) The qualifications of personnel and officers of the 

federally recognized national guard, including the adjutant 

general, and the grounds and proceedings for their discipline and 

removal shall conform to the appropriate United States army or air 

force regulations and usages. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 3 | VACANCY IN OFFICE 

Vacancy in office shall occur upon the creation of an office, 

upon the death, removal from office, or resignation of the 

incumbent or the incumbent’s succession to another office, 

unexplained absence for sixty consecutive days, or failure to 

maintain the residence required when elected or appointed, and 

upon failure of one elected or appointed to office to qualify 

within thirty days from the commencement of the term. 

 

History. – Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 13, 

1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 4 | HOMESTEAD; EXEMPTIONS 

(a) There shall be exempt from forced sale under process of 

any court, and no judgment, decree or execution shall be a lien 

thereon, except for the payment of taxes and assessments thereon, 

obligations contracted for the purchase, improvement or repair 

thereof, or obligations contracted for house, field or other labor 

performed on the realty, the following property owned by a natural 

person: 

(1) a homestead, if located outside a municipality, to 

the extent of one hundred sixty acres of contiguous land 

and improvements thereon, which shall not be reduced 

without the owner’s consent by reason of subsequent 

inclusion in a municipality; or if located within a 

municipality, to the extent of one-half acre of 

contiguous land, upon which the exemption shall be 

limited to the residence of the owner or the owner’s 

family; 

(2) personal property to the value of one thousand 

dollars. 

(b) These exemptions shall inure to the surviving spouse or 

heirs of the owner. 

(c) The homestead shall not be subject to devise if the owner 

is survived by spouse or minor child, except the homestead may be 

devised to the owner’s spouse if there be no minor child. The owner 

of homestead real estate, joined by the spouse if married, may 

alienate the homestead by mortgage, sale or gift and, if married, 

may by deed transfer the title to an estate by the entirety with 

the spouse. If the owner or spouse is incompetent, the method of 

alienation or encumbrance shall be as provided by law. 

 

History. – Am. H.J.R. 4324, 1972; adopted 1972; Am. H.J.R. 40, 1983; adopted 

1984; Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 13, 1998, 

filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 5 | COVERTURE AND PROPERTY 

There shall be no distinction between married women and 

married men in the holding, control, disposition, or encumbering 

of their property, both real and personal; except that dower or 

curtesy may be established and regulated by law. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 6 | EMINENT DOMAIN 

(a) No private property shall be taken except for a public 

purpose and with full compensation therefor paid to each owner or 

secured by deposit in the registry of the court and available to 

the owner. 

(b) Provision may be made by law for the taking of easements, 

by like proceedings, for the drainage of the land of one person 

over or through the land of another. 

(c) Private property taken by eminent domain pursuant to a 

petition to initiate condemnation proceedings filed on or after 

January 2, 2007, may not be conveyed to a natural person or private 

entity except as provided by general law passed by a three-fifths 

vote of the membership of each house of the Legislature. 

 

History. – Am. H.J.R. 1569, 2006; adopted 2006. 

 

  

http://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/


TBD | Constitution - Florida | Article X (All-in-One Document) | 11/5/1968 

 www.TextBookDiscrimination.com | Get Booked Up on Justice | 11 of 55 

ARTICLE X SECTION 7 | LOTTERIES 

Lotteries, other than the types of pari-mutuel pools 

authorized by law as of the effective date of this constitution, 

are hereby prohibited in this state. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 8 | CENSUS 

(a) Each decennial census of the state taken by the United 

States shall be an official census of the state. 

(b) Each decennial census, for the purpose of classifications 

based upon population, shall become effective on the thirtieth day 

after the final adjournment of the regular session of the 

legislature convened next after certification of the census. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 9 | REPEAL OF CRIMINAL STATUTES 

Repeal of a criminal statute shall not affect prosecution for 

any crime committed before such repeal. 

 

History. – Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 6, 

2018, filed with the Secretary of State May 9, 2018; adopted 2018. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 10 | FELONY; DEFINITION 

The term “felony” as used herein and in the laws of this state 

shall mean any criminal offense that is punishable under the laws 

of this state, or that would be punishable if committed in this 

state, by death or by imprisonment in the state penitentiary. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 11 | SOVEREIGNTY LANDS 

The title to lands under navigable waters, within the 

boundaries of the state, which have not been alienated, including 

beaches below mean high water lines, is held by the state, by 

virtue of its sovereignty, in trust for all the people. Sale of 

such lands may be authorized by law, but only when in the public 

interest. Private use of portions of such lands may be authorized 

by law, but only when not contrary to the public interest. 

 

History. – Am. H.J.R. 792, 1970; adopted 1970. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 12 | RULES OF CONSTRUCTION 

Unless qualified in the text the following rules of 

construction shall apply to this constitution. 

(a) “Herein” refers to the entire constitution. 

(b) The singular includes the plural. 

(c) The masculine includes the feminine. 

(d) “Vote of the electors” means the vote of the majority of 

those voting on the matter in an election, general or special, in 

which those participating are limited to the electors of the 

governmental unit referred to in the text. 

(e) Vote or other action of a legislative house or other 

governmental body means the vote or action of a majority or other 

specified percentage of those members voting on the matter. “Of 

the membership” means “of all members thereof.” 

(f) The terms “judicial office,” “justices” and “judges” 

shall not include judges of courts established solely for the trial 

of violations of ordinances. 

(g) “Special law” means a special or local law. 

(h) Titles and subtitles shall not be used in construction. 

 

  

http://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/


TBD | Constitution - Florida | Article X (All-in-One Document) | 11/5/1968 

 www.TextBookDiscrimination.com | Get Booked Up on Justice | 17 of 55 

ARTICLE X SECTION 13 | SUITS AGAINST THE STATE 

Provision may be made by general law for bringing suit against 

the state as to all liabilities now existing or hereafter 

originating. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 14 | STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEMS BENEFIT CHANGES 

A governmental unit responsible for any retirement or pension 

system supported in whole or in part by public funds shall not 

after January 1, 1977, provide any increase in the benefits to the 

members or beneficiaries of such system unless such unit has made 

or concurrently makes provision for the funding of the increase in 

benefits on a sound actuarial basis. 

 

History. – Added, H.J.R. 291, 1975; adopted 1976. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 15 | STATE OPERATED LOTTERIES 

(a) Lotteries may be operated by the state. 

(b) If any subsection or subsections of the amendment to the 

Florida Constitution are held unconstitutional for containing more 

than one subject, this amendment shall be limited to subsection 

(a) above. 

(c) This amendment shall be implemented as follows: 

(1) Schedule — On the effective date of this amendment, 

the lotteries shall be known as the Florida Education 

Lotteries. Net proceeds derived from the lotteries shall 

be deposited to a state trust fund, to be designated The 

State Education Lotteries Trust Fund, to be appropriated 

by the Legislature. The schedule may be amended by 

general law. 

 

History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State June 10, 

1985; adopted 1986. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 16 | LIMITING MARINE NET FISHING 

(a) The marine resources of the State of Florida belong to 

all of the people of the state and should be conserved and managed 

for the benefit of the state, its people, and future generations. 

To this end the people hereby enact limitations on marine net 

fishing in Florida waters to protect saltwater finfish, shellfish, 

and other marine animals from unnecessary killing, overfishing and 

waste. 

(b) For the purpose of catching or taking any saltwater 

finfish, shellfish or other marine animals in Florida waters: 

(1) No gill nets or other entangling nets shall be used 

in any Florida waters; and 

(2) In addition to the prohibition set forth in (1), no 

other type of net containing more than 500 square feet 

of mesh area shall be used in nearshore and inshore 

Florida waters. Additionally, no more than two such 

nets, which shall not be connected, shall be used from 

any vessel, and no person not on a vessel shall use more 

than one such net in nearshore and inshore Florida 

waters. 

(c) For purposes of this section: 

(1) “gill net” means one or more walls of netting which 

captures saltwater finfish by ensnaring or entangling 

them in the meshes of the net by the gills, and 

“entangling net” means a drift net, trammell net, stab 

net, or any other net which captures saltwater finfish, 

shellfish, or other marine animals by causing all or 

part of heads, fins, legs, or other body parts to become 

entangled or ensnared in the meshes of the net, but a 

hand thrown cast net is not a gill net or an entangling 

net; 

(2) “mesh area” of a net means the total area of netting 

with the meshes open to comprise the maximum square 

footage. The square footage shall be calculated using 

standard mathematical formulas for geometric shapes. 

Seines and other rectangular nets shall be calculated 

using the maximum length and maximum width of the 

netting. Trawls and other bag type nets shall be 

calculated as a cone using the maximum circumference of 

the net mouth to derive the radius, and the maximum 
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length from the net mouth to the tail end of the net to 

derive the slant height. Calculations for any other nets 

or combination type nets shall be based on the shapes of 

the individual components; 

(3) “coastline” means the territorial sea base line for 

the State of Florida established pursuant to the laws of 

the United States of America; 

(4) “Florida waters” means the waters of the Atlantic 

Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, the Straits of Florida, and 

any other bodies of water under the jurisdiction of the 

State of Florida, whether coastal, intracoastal or 

inland, and any part thereof; and 

(5) “nearshore and inshore Florida waters” means all 

Florida waters inside a line three miles seaward of the 

coastline along the Gulf of Mexico and inside a line one 

mile seaward of the coastline along the Atlantic Ocean. 

(d) This section shall not apply to the use of nets for 

scientific research or governmental purposes. 

(e) Persons violating this section shall be prosecuted and 

punished pursuant to the penalties provided in section 

370.021(2)(a),(b),(c)6. and 7., and (e), Florida Statutes (1991), 

unless and until the legislature enacts more stringent penalties 

for violations hereof. On and after the effective date of this 

section, law enforcement officers in the state are authorized to 

enforce the provisions of this section in the same manner and 

authority as if a violation of this section constituted a violation 

of Chapter 370, Florida Statutes (1991). 

(f) It is the intent of this section that implementing 

legislation is not required for enforcing any violations hereof, 

but nothing in this section prohibits the establishment by law or 

pursuant to law of more restrictions on the use of nets for the 

purpose of catching or taking any saltwater finfish, shellfish, or 

other marine animals. 

(g) If any portion of this section is held invalid for any 

reason, the remaining portion of this section, to the fullest 

extent possible, shall be severed from the void portion and given 

the fullest possible force and application. 

(h) This section shall take effect on the July 1 next 

occurring after approval hereof by vote of the electors. 
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History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State October 

2, 1992; adopted 1994. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 17 | EVERGLADES TRUST END 

(a) There is hereby established the Everglades Trust Fund, 

which shall not be subject to termination pursuant to Article III, 

Section 19(f). The purpose of the Everglades Trust Fund is to make 

funds available to assist in conservation and protection of natural 

resources and abatement of water pollution in the Everglades 

Protection Area and the Everglades Agricultural Area. The trust 

fund shall be administered by the South Florida Water Management 

District, or its successor agency, consistent with statutory law. 

(b) The Everglades Trust Fund may receive funds from any 

source, including gifts from individuals, corporations or other 

entities; funds from general revenue as determined by the 

Legislature; and any other funds so designated by the Legislature, 

by the United States Congress or by any other governmental entity. 

(c) Funds deposited to the Everglades Trust Fund shall be 

expended for purposes of conservation and protection of natural 

resources and abatement of water pollution in the Everglades 

Protection Area and Everglades Agricultural Area. 

(d) For purposes of this subsection, the terms “Everglades 

Protection Area,” “Everglades Agricultural Area” and “South 

Florida Water Management District” shall have the meanings as 

defined in statutes in effect on January 1, 1996. 

 

History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State March 

26, 1996; adopted 1996. 

 

 

  

http://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/


TBD | Constitution - Florida | Article X (All-in-One Document) | 11/5/1968 

 www.TextBookDiscrimination.com | Get Booked Up on Justice | 24 of 55 

ARTICLE X SECTION 18 | DISPOSITION OF CONVERSATION LANDS 

The fee interest in real property held by an entity of the 

state and designated for natural resources conservation purposes 

as provided by general law shall be managed for the benefit of the 

citizens of this state and may be disposed of only if the members 

of the governing board of the entity holding title determine the 

property is no longer needed for conservation purposes and only 

upon a vote of two-thirds of the governing board. 

 

History. – Proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 5, 1998, 

filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 19 | [REPEALED] 

Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of 

State September 3, 1999; adopted 2000; Am. proposed by Initiative 

Petition filed with the Secretary of State February 18, 2004; 

adopted 2004; Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, 

Revision No. 6, 2018, filed with the Secretary of State May 9, 

2018; adopted 2018. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 20 | WORKPLACES WITHOUT TOBACCO SMOKE OR VAPOR 

(a) PROHIBITION. As a Florida health initiative to protect 

people from the health hazards of second-hand tobacco smoke and 

vapor, tobacco smoking and the use of vapor-generating electronic 

devices are prohibited in enclosed indoor workplaces. This section 

does not preclude the adoption of ordinances that impose more 

restrictive regulation on the use of vapor-generating electronic 

devices than is provided in this section. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS. As further explained in the definitions 

below, tobacco smoking and the use of vapor-generating electronic 

devices may be permitted in private residences whenever they are 

not being used commercially to provide child care, adult care, or 

health care, or any combination thereof; and further may be 

permitted in retail tobacco shops, vapor-generating electronic 

device retailers, designated smoking guest rooms at hotels and 

other public lodging establishments; and stand-alone bars. 

However, nothing in this section or in its implementing legislation 

or regulations shall prohibit the owner, lessee, or other person 

in control of the use of an enclosed indoor workplace from further 

prohibiting or limiting smoking or the use of vapor-generating 

electronic devices therein. 

(c) DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this section, the following 

words and terms shall have the stated meanings: 

(1) “Smoking” means inhaling, exhaling, burning, 

carrying, or possessing any lighted tobacco product, 

including cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco, and any 

other lighted tobacco product. 

(2) “Second-hand smoke,” also known as environmental 

tobacco smoke (ETS), means smoke emitted from lighted, 

smoldering, or burning tobacco when the smoker is not 

inhaling; smoke emitted at the mouthpiece during puff 

drawing; and smoke exhaled by the smoker. 

(3) “Work” means any person’s providing any employment 

or employment-type service for or at the request of 

another individual or individuals or any public or 

private entity, whether for compensation or not, whether 

full or part-time, whether legally or not. “Work” 

includes, without limitation, any such service performed 

by an employee, independent contractor, agent, partner, 
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proprietor, manager, officer, director, apprentice, 

trainee, associate, servant, volunteer, and the like. 

(4) “Enclosed indoor workplace” means any place where 

one or more persons engages in work, and which place is 

predominantly or totally bounded on all sides and above 

by physical barriers, regardless of whether such 

barriers consist of or include uncovered openings, 

screened or otherwise partially covered openings; or 

open or closed windows, jalousies, doors, or the like. 

This section applies to all such enclosed indoor 

workplaces without regard to whether work is occurring 

at any given time. 

(5) “Commercial” use of a private residence means any 

time during which the owner, lessee, or other person 

occupying or controlling the use of the private 

residence is furnishing in the private residence, or 

causing or allowing to be furnished in the private 

residence, child care, adult care, or health care, or 

any combination thereof, and receiving or expecting to 

receive compensation therefor. 

(6) “Retail tobacco shop” means any enclosed indoor 

workplace dedicated to or predominantly for the retail 

sale of tobacco, tobacco products, and accessories for 

such products, in which the sale of other products or 

services is merely incidental. 

(7) “Designated smoking guest rooms at public lodging 

establishments” means the sleeping rooms and directly 

associated private areas, such as bathrooms, living 

rooms, and kitchen areas, if any, rented to guests for 

their exclusive transient occupancy in public lodging 

establishments including hotels, motels, resort 

condominiums, transient apartments, transient lodging 

establishments, rooming houses, boarding houses, resort 

dwellings, bed and breakfast inns, and the like; and 

designated by the person or persons having management 

authority over such public lodging establishment as 

rooms in which smoking may be permitted. 

(8) “Stand-alone bar” means any place of business 

devoted during any time of operation predominantly or 

totally to serving alcoholic beverages, intoxicating 

beverages, or intoxicating liquors, or any combination 
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thereof, for consumption on the licensed premises; in 

which the serving of food, if any, is merely incidental 

to the consumption of any such beverage; and that is not 

located within, and does not share any common entryway 

or common indoor area with, any other enclosed indoor 

workplace including any business for which the sale of 

food or any other product or service is more than an 

incidental source of gross revenue. 

(9) “Vapor-generating electronic device” means any 

product that employs an electronic, a chemical, or a 

mechanical means capable of producing vapor or aerosol 

from a nicotine product or any other substance, 

including, but not limited to, an electronic cigarette, 

electronic cigar, electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, 

or other similar device or product, any replacement 

cartridge for such device, and any other container of a 

solution or other substance intended to be used with or 

within an electronic cigarette, electronic cigar, 

electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, or other similar 

device or product. 

(10) “Vapor-generating electronic device retailer” means 

any enclosed indoor workplace dedicated to or 

predominantly for the retail sale of vapor-generating 

electronic devices and components, parts, and 

accessories for such products, in which the sale of other 

products or services is merely incidental. 

(d) LEGISLATION. In the next regular legislative session 

occurring after voter approval of this section or any amendment to 

this section, the legislature shall adopt legislation to implement 

this section and any amendment to this section in a manner 

consistent with its broad purpose and stated terms, and having an 

effective date no later than July 1 of the year following voter 

approval. Such legislation shall include, without limitation, 

civil penalties for violations of this section; provisions for 

administrative enforcement; and the requirement and authorization 

of agency rules for implementation and enforcement. This section 

does not preclude the legislature from enacting any law 

constituting or allowing a more restrictive regulation of tobacco 

smoking or the use of vapor-generating electronic devices than is 

provided in this section. 
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History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State May 10, 

2002; adopted 2002; Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision 

No. 4, 2018, filed with the Secretary of State May 9, 2018; adopted 2018. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 21 | LIMITING CRUEL AND INHUMANE CONFINEMENT OF 

PIGS DURING PREGNANCY 

Inhumane treatment of animals is a concern of Florida 

citizens. To prevent cruelty to certain animals and as recommended 

by The Humane Society of the United States, the people of the State 

of Florida hereby limit the cruel and inhumane confinement of pigs 

during pregnancy as provided herein. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to confine a pig 

during pregnancy in an enclosure, or to tether a pig during 

pregnancy, on a farm in such a way that she is prevented from 

turning around freely. 

(b) This section shall not apply: 

(1) when a pig is undergoing an examination, test, 

treatment or operation carried out for veterinary 

purposes, provided the period during which the animal is 

confined or tethered is not longer than reasonably 

necessary. 

(2) during the prebirthing period. 

(c) For purposes of this section: 

(1) “enclosure” means any cage, crate or other enclosure 

in which a pig is kept for all or the majority of any 

day, including what is commonly described as the 

“gestation crate.” 

(2) “farm” means the land, buildings, support 

facilities, and other appurtenances used in the 

production of animals for food or fiber. 

(3) “person” means any natural person, corporation 

and/or business entity. 

(4) “pig” means any animal of the porcine species. 

(5) “turning around freely” means turning around without 

having to touch any side of the pig’s enclosure. 

(6) “prebirthing period” means the seven day period 

prior to a pig’s expected date of giving birth. 

(d) A person who violates this section shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 

775.082(4)(a), Florida Statutes (1999), as amended, or by a fine 

of not more than $5000, or by both imprisonment and a fine, unless 
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and until the legislature enacts more stringent penalties for 

violations hereof. On and after the effective date of this section, 

law enforcement officers in the state are authorized to enforce 

the provisions of this section in the same manner and authority as 

if a violation of this section constituted a violation of Section 

828.13, Florida Statutes (1999). The confinement or tethering of 

each pig shall constitute a separate offense. The knowledge or 

acts of agents and employees of a person in regard to a pig owned, 

farmed or in the custody of a person, shall be held to be the 

knowledge or act of such person. 

(e) It is the intent of this section that implementing 

legislation is not required for enforcing any violations hereof. 

(f) If any portion of this section is held invalid for any 

reason, the remaining portion of this section, to the fullest 

extent possible, shall be severed from the void portion and given 

the fullest possible force and application. 

(g) This section shall take effect six years after approval 

by the electors. 

 

History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State August 

5, 2002; adopted 2002. 

 

1Note. – This section, originally designated section 19 by Amendment No. 10, 2002, 

proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State August 5, 2002, 

adopted 2002, was redesignated section 21 by the editors in order to avoid 

confusion with already existing section 19, relating to the high speed ground 

transportation system, and section 20, relating to prohibiting workplace smoking, 

as contained in Amendment No. 6, proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the 

Secretary of State May 10, 2002, and adopted in 2002. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 22 | PARENTAL NOTICE OF TERMINATION OF A MINOR’S 

PREGNANCY 

The Legislature shall not limit or deny the privacy right 

guaranteed to a minor under the United States Constitution as 

interpreted by the United States Supreme Court. Notwithstanding a 

minor’s right of privacy provided in Section 23 of Article I, the 

Legislature is authorized to require by general law for 

notification to a parent or guardian of a minor before the 

termination of the minor’s pregnancy. The Legislature shall 

provide exceptions to such requirement for notification and shall 

create a process for judicial waiver of the notification. 

 

History. – Added, H.J.R. 1, 2004; adopted 2004. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 23 | SLOT MACHINES 

(a) After voter approval of this constitutional amendment, 

the governing bodies of Miami-Dade and Broward Counties each may 

hold a county-wide referendum in their respective counties on 

whether to authorize slot machines within existing, licensed 

parimutuel facilities (thoroughbred and harness racing, greyhound 

racing, and jai-alai) that have conducted live racing or games in 

that county during each of the last two calendar years before the 

effective date of this amendment. If the voters of such county 

approve the referendum question by majority vote, slot machines 

shall be authorized in such parimutuel facilities. If the voters 

of such county by majority vote disapprove the referendum question, 

slot machines shall not be so authorized, and the question shall 

not be presented in another referendum in that county for at least 

two years. 

(b) In the next regular Legislative session occurring after 

voter approval of this constitutional amendment, the Legislature 

shall adopt legislation implementing this section and having an 

effective date no later than July 1 of the year following voter 

approval of this amendment. Such legislation shall authorize 

agency rules for implementation, and may include provisions for 

the licensure and regulation of slot machines. The Legislature may 

tax slot machine revenues, and any such taxes must supplement 

public education funding statewide. 

(c) If any part of this section is held invalid for any 

reason, the remaining portion or portions shall be severed from 

the invalid portion and given the fullest possible force and 

effect. 

(d) This amendment shall become effective when approved by 

vote of the electors of the state. 

 

History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State May 28, 

2002; adopted 2004. 

 

1Note. – This section, originally designated section 19 by Amendment No. 4, 2004, 

proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State May 28, 2002, 

adopted 2004, was redesignated section 23 by the editors in order to avoid 

confusion with already existing section 19, relating to the high speed ground 

transportation system. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 24 | FLORIDA MINIMUM WAGE 

(a) PUBLIC POLICY. All working Floridians are entitled to be 

paid a minimum wage that is sufficient to provide a decent and 

healthy life for them and their families, that protects their 

employers from unfair low-wage competition, and that does not force 

them to rely on taxpayer-funded public services in order to avoid 

economic hardship. 

(b) DEFINITIONS. As used in this amendment, the terms 

“Employer,” “Employee” and “Wage” shall have the meanings 

established under the federal Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) and 

its implementing regulations. 

(c) MINIMUM WAGE. Employers shall pay Employees Wages no less 

than the Minimum Wage for all hours worked in Florida. Six months 

after enactment, the Minimum Wage shall be established at an hourly 

rate of $6.15. Effective September 30th, 2021, the existing state 

Minimum Wage shall increase to $10.00 per hour, and then increase 

each September 30th thereafter by $1.00 per hour, until the Minimum 

Wage reaches $15.00 per hour on September 30th, 2026. On September 

30th of 2027 and on each following September 30th, the state Agency 

for Workforce Innovation shall calculate an adjusted Minimum Wage 

rate by increasing the current Minimum Wage rate by the rate of 

inflation during the twelve months prior to each September 1st 

using the consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical 

workers, CPI-W, or a successor index as calculated by the United 

States Department of Labor. Each adjusted Minimum Wage rate 

calculated shall be published and take effect on the following 

January 1st. For tipped Employees meeting eligibility requirements 

for the tip credit under the FLSA, Employers may credit towards 

satisfaction of the Minimum Wage tips up to the amount of the 

allowable FLSA tip credit in 2003. 

(d) RETALIATION PROHIBITED. It shall be unlawful for an 

Employer or any other party to discriminate in any manner or take 

adverse action against any person in retaliation for exercising 

rights protected under this amendment. Rights protected under this 

amendment include, but are not limited to, the right to file a 

complaint or inform any person about any party’s alleged 

noncompliance with this amendment, and the right to inform any 

person of his or her potential rights under this amendment and to 

assist him or her in asserting such rights. 

(e) ENFORCEMENT. Persons aggrieved by a violation of this 

amendment may bring a civil action in a court of competent 
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jurisdiction against an Employer or person violating this 

amendment and, upon prevailing, shall recover the full amount of 

any back wages unlawfully withheld plus the same amount as 

liquidated damages, and shall be awarded reasonable attorney’s 

fees and costs. In addition, they shall be entitled to such legal 

or equitable relief as may be appropriate to remedy the violation 

including, without limitation, reinstatement in employment and/or 

injunctive relief. Any Employer or other person found liable for 

willfully violating this amendment shall also be subject to a fine 

payable to the state in the amount of $1000.00 for each violation. 

The state attorney general or other official designated by the 

state legislature may also bring a civil action to enforce this 

amendment. Actions to enforce this amendment shall be subject to 

a statute of limitations of four years or, in the case of willful 

violations, five years. Such actions may be brought as a class 

action pursuant to Rule 1.220 of the Florida Rules of Civil 

Procedure. 

(f) ADDITIONAL LEGISLATION, IMPLEMENTATION AND CONSTRUCTION. 

Implementing legislation is not required in order to enforce this 

amendment. The state legislature may by statute establish 

additional remedies or fines for violations of this amendment, 

raise the applicable Minimum Wage rate, reduce the tip credit, or 

extend coverage of the Minimum Wage to employers or employees not 

covered by this amendment. The state legislature may by statute or 

the state Agency for Workforce Innovation may by regulation adopt 

any measures appropriate for the implementation of this amendment. 

This amendment provides for payment of a minimum wage and shall 

not be construed to preempt or otherwise limit the authority of 

the state legislature or any other public body to adopt or enforce 

any other law, regulation, requirement, policy or standard that 

provides for payment of higher or supplemental wages or benefits, 

or that extends such protections to employers or employees not 

covered by this amendment. It is intended that case law, 

administrative interpretations, and other guiding standards 

developed under the federal FLSA shall guide the construction of 

this amendment and any implementing statutes or regulations. 

(g) SEVERABILITY. If any part of this amendment, or the 

application of this amendment to any person or circumstance, is 

held invalid, the remainder of this amendment, including the 

application of such part to other persons or circumstances, shall 

not be affected by such a holding and shall continue in full force 

and effect. To this end, the parts of this amendment are severable. 
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History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State August 

7, 2003; adopted 2004; Am. by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State 

January 10, 2018; adopted 2020. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 25 | PATIENTS’ RIGHT TO KNOW ABOUT ADVERSE 

MEDICAL INCIDENTS1 

(a) In addition to any other similar rights provided herein 

or by general law, patients have a right to have access to any 

records made or received in the course of business by a health 

care facility or provider relating to any adverse medical incident. 

(b) In providing such access, the identity of patients 

involved in the incidents shall not be disclosed, and any privacy 

restrictions imposed by federal law shall be maintained. 

(c) For purposes of this section, the following terms have 

the following meanings: 

(1) The phrases “health care facility” and “health care 

provider” have the meaning given in general law related 

to a patient’s rights and responsibilities. 

(2) The term “patient” means an individual who has 

sought, is seeking, is undergoing, or has undergone care 

or treatment in a health care facility or by a health 

care provider. 

(3) The phrase “adverse medical incident” means medical 

negligence, intentional misconduct, and any other act, 

neglect, or default of a health care facility or health 

care provider that caused or could have caused injury to 

or death of a patient, including, but not limited to, 

those incidents that are required by state or federal 

law to be reported to any governmental agency or body, 

and incidents that are reported to or reviewed by any 

health care facility peer review, risk management, 

quality assurance, credentials, or similar committee, or 

any representative of any such committees. 

(4) The phrase “have access to any records” means, in 

addition to any other procedure for producing such 

records provided by general law, making the records 

available for inspection and copying upon formal or 

informal request by the patient or a representative of 

the patient, provided that current records which have 

been made publicly available by publication or on the 

Internet may be “provided” by reference to the location 

at which the records are publicly available. 
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History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State April 1, 

2003; adopted 2004. 

1Note. –  

A. This section, originally designated section 22 by Amendment No. 7, 2004, 

proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State April 1, 2003, 

adopted 2004, was redesignated section 25 by the editors in order to avoid 

confusion with section 22, relating to parental notice of termination of a minor’s 

pregnancy, as contained in Amendment No. 1, 2004, added by H.J.R. 1, 2004, 

adopted 2004. 

B. Amendment No. 7, 2004, proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary 

of State April 1, 2003, adopted 2004, published “[f]ull [t]ext” consisting of a 

statement and purpose, the actual amendment “inserting the following new section 

at the end [of Art. X],” and an effective date and severability provision not 

specifically included in the amendment text. The effective date and severability 

provision reads: 

3) Effective Date and Severability: 

This amendment shall be effective on the date it is approved 

by the electorate. If any portion of this measure is held 

invalid for any reason, the remaining portion of this 

measure, to the fullest extent possible, shall be severed from 

the void portion and given the fullest possible force and 

application. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 26 | PROHIBITION OF MEDICAL LINCESE AFTER 

REPEATED MEDICAL MALPRACTICE1 

(a) No person who has been found to have committed three or 

more incidents of medical malpractice shall be licensed or continue 

to be licensed by the State of Florida to provide health care 

services as a medical doctor. 

(b) For purposes of this section, the following terms have 

the following meanings: 

(1) The phrase “medical malpractice” means both the 

failure to practice medicine in Florida with that level 

of care, skill, and treatment recognized in general law 

related to health care providers’ licensure, and any 

similar wrongful act, neglect, or default in other 

states or countries which, if committed in Florida, 

would have been considered medical malpractice. 

(2) The phrase “found to have committed” means that the 

malpractice has been found in a final judgment of a court 

of law, final administrative agency decision, or 

decision of binding arbitration. 

 

History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State April 7, 

2003; adopted 2004. 

1Note. –  

A. This section, originally designated section 20 by Amendment No. 8, 2004, 

proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State April 7, 2003, 

adopted 2004, was redesignated section 26 by the editors in order to avoid 

confusion with already existing section 20, relating to prohibiting workplace 

smoking. 

B. Amendment No. 8, 2004, proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary 

of State April 7, 2003, adopted 2004, published “[f]ull [t]ext” consisting of a 

statement and purpose, the actual amendment “inserting the following new section 

at the end [of Art. X],” and an effective date and severability provision not 

specifically included in the amendment text. The effective date and severability 

provision reads: 

c) Effective Date and Severability: 

This amendment shall be effective on the date it is approved 

by the electorate. If any portion of this measure is held 
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invalid for any reason, the remaining portion of this 

measure, to the fullest extent possible, shall be severed from 

the void portion and given the fullest possible force and 

application. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 27 | COMPREHENSIVE STATEWIDE TOBACCO EDUCATION 

AND PREVENTION PROGRAM 

In order to protect people, especially youth, from health 

hazards of using tobacco, including addictive disorders, cancer, 

cardiovascular diseases, and lung diseases; and to discourage use 

of tobacco, particularly among youth, a portion of the money that 

tobacco companies pay to the State of Florida under the Tobacco 

Settlement each year shall be used to fund a comprehensive 

statewide tobacco education and prevention program consistent with 

recommendations of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC), as follows: 

(a) PROGRAM. The money appropriated pursuant to this section 

shall be used to fund a comprehensive statewide tobacco education 

and prevention program consistent with the recommendations for 

effective program components in the 1999 Best Practices for 

Comprehensive Tobacco Control Programs of the CDC, as such Best 

Practices may be amended by the CDC. This program shall include, 

at a minimum, the following components, and may include additional 

components that are also contained within the CDC Best Practices, 

as periodically amended, and that are effective at accomplishing 

the purpose of this section, and that do not undermine the 

effectiveness of these required minimum components: 

(1) an advertising campaign to discourage the use of 

tobacco and to educate people, especially youth, about 

the health hazards of tobacco, which shall be designed 

to be effective at achieving these goals and shall 

include, but need not be limited to, television, radio, 

and print advertising, with no limitations on any 

individual advertising medium utilized; and which shall 

be funded at a level equivalent to one-third of each 

total annual appropriation required by this section; 

(2) evidence-based curricula and programs to educate 

youth about tobacco and to discourage their use of it, 

including, but not limited to, programs that involve 

youth, educate youth about the health hazards of 

tobacco, help youth develop skills to refuse tobacco, 

and demonstrate to youth how to stop using tobacco; 

(3) programs of local community-based partnerships that 

discourage the use of tobacco and work to educate people, 

especially youth, about the health hazards of tobacco, 
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with an emphasis on programs that involve youth and 

emphasize the prevention and cessation of tobacco use; 

(4) enforcement of laws, regulations, and policies 

against the sale or other provision of tobacco to minors, 

and the possession of tobacco by minors; and 

(5) publicly-reported annual evaluations to ensure that 

moneys appropriated pursuant to this section are spent 

properly, which shall include evaluation of the 

program’s effectiveness in reducing and preventing 

tobacco use, and annual recommendations for improvements 

to enhance the program’s effectiveness, which are to 

include comparisons to similar programs proven to be 

effective in other states, as well as comparisons to CDC 

Best Practices, including amendments thereto. 

(b) FUNDING. In every year beginning with the calendar year 

after voters approve this amendment, the Florida Legislature shall 

appropriate, for the purpose expressed herein, from the total gross 

funds that tobacco companies pay to the State of Florida under the 

Tobacco Settlement, an amount equal to fifteen percent of such 

funds paid to the State in 2005; and the appropriation required by 

this section shall be adjusted annually for inflation, using the 

Consumer Price Index as published by the United States Department 

of Labor. 

(c) DEFINITIONS. “Tobacco” includes, without limitation, 

tobacco itself and tobacco products that include tobacco and are 

intended or expected for human use or consumption, including, but 

not limited to, cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco, and smokeless 

tobacco. The “Tobacco Settlement” means that certain Settlement 

Agreement dated August 25, 1997, entered into in settlement of the 

case styled as State of Florida, et al. v. American Tobacco 

Company, et al., Case No. 95-1466 AH (Fla. 15th Cir. Ct.), as 

amended by Stipulation of Amendment dated September 11, 1998; and 

includes any subsequent amendments and successor agreements. 

“Youth” includes minors and young adults. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE. This amendment shall become effective 

immediately upon approval by the voters. 

 

History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State July 20, 

2005; adopted 2006. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 28 | LAND ACQUISITION TRUST FUND 

(a) Effective on July 1 of the year following passage of this 

amendment by the voters, and for a period of 20 years after that 

effective date, the Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall receive no 

less than 33 percent of net revenues derived from the existing 

excise tax on documents, as defined in the statutes in effect on 

January 1, 2012, as amended from time to time, or any successor or 

replacement tax, after the Department of Revenue first deducts a 

service charge to pay the costs of the collection and enforcement 

of the excise tax on documents. 

(b) Funds in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall be expended 

only for the following purposes: 

(1) As provided by law, to finance or refinance: the 

acquisition and improvement of land, water areas, and 

related property interests, including conservation 

easements, and resources for conservation lands 

including wetlands, forests, and fish and wildlife 

habitat; wildlife management areas; lands that protect 

water resources and drinking water sources, including 

lands protecting the water quality and quantity of 

rivers, lakes, streams, springsheds, and lands providing 

recharge for groundwater and aquifer systems; lands in 

the Everglades Agricultural Area and the Everglades 

Protection Area, as defined in Article II, Section 7(b); 

beaches and shores; outdoor recreation lands, including 

recreational trails, parks, and urban open space; rural 

landscapes; working farms and ranches; historic or 

geologic sites; together with management, restoration of 

natural systems, and the enhancement of public access or 

recreational enjoyment of conservation lands. 

(2) To pay the debt service on bonds issued pursuant to 

Article VII, Section 11(e). 

(c) The moneys deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, 

as defined by the statutes in effect on January 1, 2012, shall not 

be or become commingled with the general revenue fund of the state. 

 

History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State 

September 17, 2012; adopted 2014. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 29 | MEDICAL MARIJUANA PRODUCTION; POSSESSION 

AND USE 

(a) PUBLIC POLICY. 

(1) The medical use of marijuana by a qualifying patient 

or caregiver in compliance with this section is not 

subject to criminal or civil liability or sanctions 

under Florida law. 

(2) A physician shall not be subject to criminal or civil 

liability or sanctions under Florida law solely for 

issuing a physician certification with reasonable care 

to a person diagnosed with a debilitating medical 

condition in compliance with this section. 

(3) Actions and conduct by a Medical Marijuana Treatment 

Center registered with the Department, or its agents or 

employees, and in compliance with this section and 

Department regulations, shall not be subject to criminal 

or civil liability or sanctions under Florida law. 

(b) DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this section, the following 

words and terms shall have the following meanings: 

(1) “Debilitating Medical Condition” means cancer, 

epilepsy, glaucoma, positive status for human 

immunodeficiency virus (HIV), acquired immune deficiency 

syndrome (AIDS), post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 

amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), Crohn’s disease, 

Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis, or other 

debilitating medical conditions of the same kind or 

class as or comparable to those enumerated, and for which 

a physician believes that the medical use of marijuana 

would likely outweigh the potential health risks for a 

patient. 

(2) “Department” means the Department of Health or its 

successor agency. 

(3) “Identification card” means a document issued by the 

Department that identifies a qualifying patient or a 

caregiver. 
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(4) “Marijuana” has the meaning given cannabis in 

Section 893.02(3), Florida Statutes (2014), and, in 

addition, “Low-THC cannabis” as defined in Section 

381.986(1)(b), Florida Statutes (2014), shall also be 

included in the meaning of the term “marijuana.” 

(5) “Medical Marijuana Treatment Center” (MMTC) means an 

entity that acquires, cultivates, possesses, processes 

(including development of related products such as food, 

tinctures, aerosols, oils, or ointments), transfers, 

transports, sells, distributes, dispenses, or 

administers marijuana, products containing marijuana, 

related supplies, or educational materials to qualifying 

patients or their caregivers and is registered by the 

Department. 

(6) “Medical use” means the acquisition, possession, 

use, delivery, transfer, or administration of an amount 

of marijuana not in conflict with Department rules, or 

of related supplies by a qualifying patient or caregiver 

for use by the caregiver’s designated qualifying patient 

for the treatment of a debilitating medical condition. 

(7) “Caregiver” means a person who is at least twenty-

one (21) years old who has agreed to assist with a 

qualifying patient’s medical use of marijuana and has 

qualified for and obtained a caregiver identification 

card issued by the Department. The Department may limit 

the number of qualifying patients a caregiver may assist 

at one time and the number of caregivers that a 

qualifying patient may have at one time. Caregivers are 

prohibited from consuming marijuana obtained for medical 

use by the qualifying patient. 

(8) “Physician” means a person who is licensed to 

practice medicine in Florida. 

(9) “Physician certification” means a written document 

signed by a physician, stating that in the physician’s 

professional opinion, the patient suffers from a 

debilitating medical condition, that the medical use of 

marijuana would likely outweigh the potential health 

risks for the patient, and for how long the physician 

recommends the medical use of marijuana for the patient. 

A physician certification may only be provided after the 

physician has conducted a physical examination and a 
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full assessment of the medical history of the patient. 

In order for a physician certification to be issued to 

a minor, a parent or legal guardian of the minor must 

consent in writing. 

(10) “Qualifying patient” means a person who has been 

diagnosed to have a debilitating medical condition, who 

has a physician certification and a valid qualifying 

patient identification card. If the Department does not 

begin issuing identification cards within nine (9) 

months after the effective date of this section, then a 

valid physician certification will serve as a patient 

identification card in order to allow a person to become 

a “qualifying patient” until the Department begins 

issuing identification cards. 

(c) LIMITATIONS. 

(1) Nothing in this section allows for a violation of 

any law other than for conduct in compliance with the 

provisions of this section. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall affect or repeal laws 

relating to non-medical use, possession, production, or 

sale of marijuana. 

(3) Nothing in this section authorizes the use of medical 

marijuana by anyone other than a qualifying patient. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall permit the operation 

of any vehicle, aircraft, train or boat while under the 

influence of marijuana. 

(5) Nothing in this section requires the violation of 

federal law or purports to give immunity under federal 

law. 

(6) Nothing in this section shall require any 

accommodation of any on-site medical use of marijuana in 

any correctional institution or detention facility or 

place of education or employment, or of smoking medical 

marijuana in any public place. 

(7) Nothing in this section shall require any health 

insurance provider or any government agency or authority 

to reimburse any person for expenses related to the 

medical use of marijuana. 
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(8) Nothing in this section shall affect or repeal laws 

relating to negligence or professional malpractice on 

the part of a qualified patient, caregiver, physician, 

MMTC, or its agents or employees. 

(d) DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. The Department shall issue 

reasonable regulations necessary for the implementation and 

enforcement of this section. The purpose of the regulations is to 

ensure the availability and safe use of medical marijuana by 

qualifying patients. It is the duty of the Department to promulgate 

regulations in a timely fashion. 

(1) Implementing Regulations. In order to allow the 

Department sufficient time after passage of this 

section, the following regulations shall be promulgated 

no later than six (6) months after the effective date of 

this section: 

a. Procedures for the issuance and annual renewal 

of qualifying patient identification cards to 

people with physician certifications and standards 

for renewal of such identification cards. Before 

issuing an identification card to a minor, the 

Department must receive written consent from the 

minor’s parent or legal guardian, in addition to 

the physician certification. 

b. Procedures establishing qualifications and 

standards for caregivers, including conducting 

appropriate background checks, and procedures for 

the issuance and annual renewal of caregiver 

identification cards. 

c. Procedures for the registration of MMTCs that 

include procedures for the issuance, renewal, 

suspension and revocation of registration, and 

standards to ensure proper security, record 

keeping, testing, labeling, inspection, and safety. 

d. A regulation that defines the amount of 

marijuana that could reasonably be presumed to be 

an adequate supply for qualifying patients’ medical 

use, based on the best available evidence. This 

presumption as to quantity may be overcome with 

evidence of a particular qualifying patient’s 

appropriate medical use. 
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(2) Identification cards and registrations. The 

Department shall begin issuing qualifying patient and 

caregiver identification cards, and registering MMTCs no 

later than nine (9) months after the effective date of 

this section. 

(3) If the Department does not issue regulations, or if 

the Department does not begin issuing identification 

cards and registering MMTCs within the time limits set 

in this section, any Florida citizen shall have standing 

to seek judicial relief to compel compliance with the 

Department’s constitutional duties. 

(4) The Department shall protect the confidentiality of 

all qualifying patients. All records containing the 

identity of qualifying patients shall be confidential 

and kept from public disclosure other than for valid 

medical or law enforcement purposes. 

(e) LEGISLATION. Nothing in this section shall limit the 

legislature from enacting laws consistent with this section. 

(f) SEVERABILITY. The provisions of this section are 

severable and if any clause, sentence, paragraph or section of 

this measure, or an application thereof, is adjudged invalid by a 

court of competent jurisdiction other provisions shall continue to 

be in effect to the fullest extent possible. 

 

History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State January 

9, 2015; adopted 2016. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 30 | VOTER CONTROL OF GAMBLING IN FLORIDA 

(a) This amendment ensures that Florida voters shall have the 

exclusive right to decide whether to authorize casino gambling in 

the State of Florida. This amendment requires a vote by citizens’ 

initiative pursuant to Article XI, section 3, in order for casino 

gambling to be authorized under Florida law. This section amends 

this Article; and also affects Article XI, by making citizens’ 

initiatives the exclusive method of authorizing casino gambling. 

(b) As used in this section, “casino gambling” means any of 

the types of games typically found in casinos and that are within 

the definition of Class III gaming in the Federal Indian Gaming 

Regulatory Act, 25 U.S.C. ss. 2701 et seq. (“IGRA”), and in 25 

C.F.R. s. 502.4, upon adoption of this amendment, and any that are 

added to such definition of Class III gaming in the future. This 

includes, but is not limited to, any house banking game, including 

but not limited to card games such as baccarat, chemin de fer, 

blackjack (21), and pai gow (if played as house banking games); 

any player-banked game that simulates a house banking game, such 

as California black jack; casino games such as roulette, craps, 

and keno; any slot machines as defined in 15 U.S.C. s. 1171(a)(1); 

and any other game not authorized by Article X, section 15, whether 

or not defined as a slot machine, in which outcomes are determined 

by random number generator or are similarly assigned randomly, 

such as instant or historical racing. As used herein, “casino 

gambling” includes any electronic gambling devices, simulated 

gambling devices, video lottery devices, internet sweepstakes 

devices, and any other form of electronic or electromechanical 

facsimiles of any game of chance, slot machine, or casino-style 

game, regardless of how such devices are defined under IGRA. As 

used herein, “casino gambling” does not include pari-mutuel 

wagering on horse racing, dog racing, or jai alai exhibitions. For 

purposes of this section, “gambling” and “gaming” are synonymous. 

(c) Nothing herein shall be deemed to limit the right of the 

Legislature to exercise its authority through general law to 

restrict, regulate, or tax any gaming or gambling activities. In 

addition, nothing herein shall be construed to limit the ability 

of the state or Native American tribes to negotiate gaming compacts 

pursuant to the Federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act for the 

conduct of casino gambling on tribal lands, or to affect any 

existing gambling on tribal lands pursuant to compacts executed by 

the state and Native American tribes pursuant to IGRA. 
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(d) This section is effective upon approval by the voters, is 

self-executing, and no Legislative implementation is required. 

(e) If any part of this section is held invalid for any 

reason, the remaining portion or portions shall be severed from 

the invalid portion and given the fullest possible force and 

effect. 

 

History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State October 

26, 2015; adopted 2018. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 31 | DEATH BENEFITS FOR SURVIVORS OF FIRST 

RESPONDERS AND MILITARY MEMBERS 

(a) A death benefit shall be paid by the employing agency 

when a firefighter; a paramedic; an emergency medical technician; 

a law enforcement, correctional, or correctional probation 

officer; or a member of the Florida National Guard, while engaged 

in the performance of their official duties, is: 

(1) Accidentally killed or receives accidental bodily 

injury which results in the loss of the individual’s 

life, provided that such killing is not the result of 

suicide and that such bodily injury is not intentionally 

self-inflicted; or 

(2) Unlawfully and intentionally killed or dies as a 

result of such unlawful and intentional act or is killed 

during active duty. 

(b) A death benefit shall be paid by funds from general 

revenue when an active duty member of the United States Armed 

Forces is: 

(1) Accidentally killed or receives accidental bodily 

injury which results in the loss of the individual’s 

life, provided that such killing is not the result of 

suicide and that such bodily injury is not intentionally 

self-inflicted; or 

(2) Unlawfully and intentionally killed or dies as a 

result of such unlawful and intentional act or is killed 

during active duty. 

(c) If a firefighter; a paramedic; an emergency medical 

technician; a law enforcement, correctional, or correctional 

probation officer; or an active duty member of the Florida National 

Guard or United States Armed Forces is accidentally killed as 

specified in paragraphs (a)(1) and (b)(1), or unlawfully and 

intentionally killed as specified in paragraphs (a)(2) and (b)(2), 

the state shall waive certain educational expenses that the child 

or spouse of the deceased first responder or military member incurs 

while obtaining a career certificate, an undergraduate education, 

or a postgraduate education. 
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(d) An eligible first responder must have been working for 

the State of Florida or any of its political subdivisions or 

agencies at the time of death. An eligible military member must 

have been a resident of this state or his or her duty post must 

have been within this state at the time of death. 

(e) The legislature shall implement this section by general 

law. 

(f) This section shall take effect on July 1, 2019. 

 

History. – Proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 2, 2018, 

filed with the Secretary of State May 9, 2018; adopted 2018. 
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ARTICLE X SECTION 32 | PROHIBITION ON RACING OF AND WAGERING ON 

GREYHOUNDS OR OTHER DOGS 

The humane treatment of animals is a fundamental value of the 

people of the State of Florida. After December 31, 2020, a person 

authorized to conduct gaming or pari-mutuel operations may not 

race greyhounds or any member of the Canis Familiaris subspecies 

in connection with any wager for money or any other thing of value 

in this state, and persons in this state may not wager money or 

any other thing of value on the outcome of a live dog race occurring 

in this state. The failure to conduct greyhound racing or wagering 

on greyhound racing after December 31, 2018, does not constitute 

grounds to revoke or deny renewal of other related gaming licenses 

held by a person who is a licensed greyhound permitholder on 

January 1, 2018, and does not affect the eligibility of such 

permitholder, or such permitholder’s facility, to conduct other 

pari-mutuel activities authorized by general law. By general law, 

the legislature shall specify civil or criminal penalties for 

violations of this section and for activities that aid or abet 

violations of this section. 

 

History. – Proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 8, 2018, 

filed with the Secretary of State May 9, 2018; adopted 2018. 
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