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ARTICLE IV SECTION 1 | GOVERNOR 

(a) The supreme executive power shall be vested in a governor, 

who shall be commander-in-chief of all military forces of the state 

not in active service of the United States. The governor shall 

take care that the laws be faithfully executed, commission all 

officers of the state and counties, and transact all necessary 

business with the officers of government. The governor may require 

information in writing from all executive or administrative state, 

county or municipal officers upon any subject relating to the 

duties of their respective offices. The governor shall be the chief 

administrative officer of the state responsible for the planning 

and budgeting for the state. 

(b) The governor may initiate judicial proceedings in the 

name of the state against any executive or administrative state, 

county or municipal officer to enforce compliance with any duty or 

restrain any unauthorized act. 

(c) The governor may request in writing the opinion of the 

justices of the supreme court as to the interpretation of any 

portion of this constitution upon any question affecting the 

governor’s executive powers and duties. The justices shall, 

subject to their rules of procedure, permit interested persons to 

be heard on the questions presented and shall render their written 

opinion not earlier than ten days from the filing and docketing of 

the request, unless in their judgment the delay would cause public 

injury. 

(d) The governor shall have power to call out the militia to 

preserve the public peace, execute the laws of the state, suppress 

insurrection, or repel invasion. 

(e) The governor shall by message at least once in each 

regular session inform the legislature concerning the condition of 

the state, propose such reorganization of the executive department 

as will promote efficiency and economy, and recommend measures in 

the public interest. 

(f) When not otherwise provided for in this constitution, the 

governor shall fill by appointment any vacancy in state or county 

office for the remainder of the term of an appointive office, and 

for the remainder of the term of an elective office if less than 

twenty-eight months, otherwise until the first Tuesday after the 

first Monday following the next general election. 
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History. – Am. proposed by Taxation and Budget Reform Commission, Revision 

No. 1, 1992, filed with the Secretary of State May 7, 1992; adopted 1992; Am. 

proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 13, 1998, filed with 

the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. 
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