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RULES OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION | FLORIDA | PART V(A) 

 

TITLE: V(A) PRACTICE OF LAW: ATTORNEYS 

RULES: 2.505 through 2.510 
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RULE 2.505. ATTORNEYS 

(a) Scope and Purpose. All persons in good standing as members 

of The Florida Bar shall be permitted to practice in Florida. 

Attorneys of other states who are not members of The Florida Bar 

in good standing shall not engage in the practice of law in Florida 

except to the extent permitted by rule 2.510. 

(b) Persons Employed by the Court. Except as provided in this 

subdivision, no full-time employee of the court shall practice as 

an attorney in any court or before any agency of government while 

continuing in that position. Any attorney designated by the chief 

justice or chief judge may represent the court, any court employee 

in the employee’s official capacity, or any judge in the judge’s 

official capacity, in any proceeding in which the court, employee, 

or judge is an interested party. An attorney formerly employed by 

a court shall not represent anyone in connection with a matter in 

which the attorney participated personally and substantially while 

employed by the court, unless all parties to the proceeding consent 

after disclosure. 

(c) Attorney Not to Be Surety. No attorneys or other officers 

of court shall enter themselves or be taken as bail or surety in 

any proceeding in court. 

(d) Stipulations. No private agreement or consent between 

parties or their attorneys concerning the practice or procedure in 

an action shall be of any force unless the evidence of it is in 

writing, subscribed by the party or the party’s attorney against 

whom it is alleged. Parol agreements may be made before the court 

if promptly made a part of the record or incorporated in the 

stenographic notes of the proceedings, and agreements made at 

depositions that are incorporated in the transcript need not be 

signed when signing of the deposition is waived. This rule shall 

not apply to settlements or other substantive agreements. 

(e) Appearance of Attorney. An attorney may appear in a 

proceeding in any of the following ways: 

(1) By serving and filing, on behalf of a party, the 

party’s first pleading or paper in the proceeding. 

(2) By substitution of counsel, but only by order of 

court and with written consent of the client, filed with the 

court. The court may condition substitution upon payment of, 

or security for, the substituted attorney’s fees and 

expenses, or upon such other terms as may be just. 
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(3) By filing with the court and serving upon all parties 

a notice of appearance as counsel for a party that has already 

appeared in a proceeding pro se or as co-counsel for a party 

that has already appeared in a proceeding by non-withdrawing 

counsel. 

(f) Termination of Appearance of Attorney. The appearance of 

an attorney for a party in a proceeding shall terminate only in 

one of the following ways: 

(1) Withdrawal of Attorney. By order of court, where the 

proceeding is continuing, upon motion and hearing, on notice 

to all parties and the client, such motion setting forth the 

reasons for withdrawal and the client’s last known address, 

telephone number, including area code, and email address. 

(2) Substitution of Attorney. By order of court, under 

the procedure set forth in subdivision (e)(2) of this rule. 

(3) Termination of Proceeding. Automatically, without 

order of court, upon the termination of a proceeding, whether 

by final order of dismissal, by final adjudication, or 

otherwise, and following the expiration of any applicable 

time for appeal, where no appeal is taken. 

(4) Filing of Notice of Completion. For limited 

representation proceedings under Florida Family Law Rule of 

Procedure 12.040, automatically, by the filing of a notice of 

completion titled “Termination of Limited Appearance” 

pursuant to rule 12.040(c). 

(g) Law Student Participation. Eligible law students shall be 

permitted to participate as provided under the conditions of 

chapter 11 of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar as amended from 

time to time. 

(h) Attorney as Agent of Client. In all matters concerning 

the prosecution or defense of any proceeding in the court, the 

attorney of record shall be the agent of the client, and any notice 

by or to the attorney or act by the attorney in the proceeding 

shall be accepted as the act of or notice to the client. 
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Court Commentary 

1997 Amendment. Originally, the rule provided that the follow-up filing had to occur 

within ten days. In the 1997 amendment to the rule, that requirement was modified to provide that 

the follow-up filing must occur “immediately” after a document is electronically filed. The 

“immediately thereafter” language is consistent with language used in the rules of procedure 

where, in a somewhat analogous situation, the filing of a document may occur after service. See, 

e.g., Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.080(d) (“All original papers shall be filed with the court 

either before service or immediately thereafter.”) (emphasis added). “Immediately thereafter” has 

been interpreted to mean “filed with reasonable promptness.” Miami Transit Co. v. Ford, 155 So. 

2d 360 (Fla. 1963). 

The use of the words “other person” in this rule is not meant to allow a nonlawyer to sign 

and file pleadings or other papers on behalf of another. Such conduct would constitute the 

unauthorized practice of law. 

2003 Amendment. Rule Regulating the Florida Bar 4-1.12(c), which addresses the 

imputed disqualification of a law firm, should be looked to in conjunction with the rule 2.060(b) 

[renumbered as 2.505(b) in 2006] restriction on representation by a former judicial staff attorney 

or law clerk. 
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RULE 2.510. FOREIGN ATTORNEYS 

(a) Eligibility. Upon filing a verified motion with the court, 

an attorney who is an active member in good standing of the bar of 

another state and currently eligible to practice law in a state 

other than Florida may be permitted to appear in particular cases 

in a Florida court upon such conditions as the court may deem 

appropriate, provided that a member of The Florida Bar in good 

standing is associated as an attorney of record. The foreign 

attorney must make application in each court in which a case is 

filed even if a lower tribunal granted a motion to appear in the 

same case. In determining whether to permit a foreign attorney to 

appear pursuant to this rule, the court may consider, among other 

things, information provided under subdivision (b)(3) concerning 

discipline in other jurisdictions. No attorney is authorized to 

appear pursuant to this rule if the attorney  

(1) is a Florida resident, unless the attorney has an 

application pending for admission to The Florida Bar and has 

not previously been denied admission to The Florida Bar;  

(2) is a member of The Florida Bar but is ineligible to 

practice law;  

(3) has previously been disciplined or held in contempt 

by reason of misconduct committed while engaged in 

representation permitted pursuant to this rule provided, 

however, the contempt is final and has not been reversed or 

abated;  

(4) has failed to provide notice to The Florida Bar or 

pay the filing fee as required in subdivision (b)(7); or  

(5) is engaged in a “general practice” before Florida 

courts. For purposes of this rule, more than 3 appearances 

within a 365-day period in separate cases shall be presumed 

to be a “general practice.” Appearances at different levels 

of the court system in the same case shall be deemed 1 

appearance for the purposes of determining whether a foreign 

attorney has made more than 3 appearances within a 365-day 

period. In cases involving indigent or pro bono clients, the 

court may waive the filing fee for good cause shown. This 

rule shall not affect the eligibility of a foreign attorney 

to appear in a Florida court when authorized by federal law. 
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(b) Contents of Verified Motion. A form verified motion 

accompanies this rule and shall be utilized by the foreign 

attorney. The verified motion required by subdivision (a) shall 

include: 

(1) a statement identifying all jurisdictions in which 

the attorney is an active member in good standing and 

currently eligible to practice law, including all assigned 

bar numbers and attorney numbers, for which a certificate of 

good standing is not required; 

(2) a statement identifying by date, case name, and case 

number all other matters in Florida state courts in which pro 

hac vice admission has been sought in the preceding 5 years, 

including any lower tribunals for the case in which the motion 

is filed, and whether such admission was granted or denied; 

(3) a statement identifying all jurisdictions in which 

disciplinary, suspension, disbarment, or contempt proceedings 

have been initiated against the attorney in the preceding 5 

years including the date on which the proceeding was 

initiated, the nature of the alleged violation, and the result 

of the proceeding including the sanction, if any, imposed; 

(4) a statement identifying the date on which the legal 

representation at issue commenced, and the party or parties 

represented; 

(5) a statement that all applicable provisions of these 

rules and the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar have been read, 

and that the verified motion complies with those rules; 

(6) the name, record bar address, and membership status 

of the Florida Bar member or members associated for purposes 

of the representation; 

(7) a certificate indicating service of the verified 

motion upon all counsel of record in the matter in which leave 

to appear pro hac vice is sought and upon The Florida Bar at 

its Tallahassee office accompanied by a nonrefundable $250.00 

filing fee made payable to The Florida Bar or notice that the 

movant has requested a judicial waiver of said fee; and 

(8) a verification by the attorney seeking to appear 

pursuant to this rule and the signature of the Florida Bar 

member or members associated for purposes of the 

representation.  
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_____________________ 

Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

_____________________ 

Defendant 

 

IN THE ________ COURT OF THE 

________ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 

AND FOR ________, COUNTY 

FLORIDA 

 

 

VERIFIED MOTION FOR ADMISSION TO APPEAR PRO HAC VICE PURSUANT TO 

FLORIDA RULE OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION 2.510 

Comes now ________________, Movant herein, and respectfully 

represents the following: 

1. [ ] Movant resides in , [City], [State] 

Movant is not a resident of the State of Florida. 

[ ] Movant is a resident of the State of Florida and has an 

application pending for admission to The Florida Bar and has not 

previously been denied admission to The Florida Bar. 

2. Movant is an attorney and a member of the law firm of [or 

practices law under the name of] ____________, with offices at 

[Street Address], [City], [County], [State], [Zip Code], 

[Telephone], 

3. Movant has been retained personally or as a member of the 

above named law firm on by [Date Representation Commenced] BY [Name 

of Party or Parties] to provide legal representation in connection 

with the above-styled matter now pending before the above-named 

court of the State of Florida. 

4. Movant is an active member in good standing and currently 

eligible to practice law in the following jurisdiction(s): Include 

attorney or bar number(s). (Attach an additional sheet if 

necessary.) 

JURISDICTION ATTORNEY/BAR NUMBER 
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5. There have been no disciplinary, suspension, disbarment, 

or contempt proceedings initiated against Movant in the preceding 

5 years, except as provided below [give jurisdiction of proceeding, 

date upon which proceeding was initiated, nature of alleged 

violation, statement of whether the proceeding has concluded or is 

still pending, and sanction, if any, imposed]: (Attach an 

additional sheet if necessary.) 

6. Movant, either by resignation, withdrawal, or otherwise, 

never has terminated or attempted to terminate Movant’s office as 

an attorney in order to avoid administrative, disciplinary, 

disbarment, or suspension proceedings. 

7. Movant is not an inactive member of The Florida Bar. 

8. Movant is not now a member of The Florida Bar. 

9. Movant is not a suspended member of The Florida Bar. 

10. Movant is not a disbarred member of The Florida Bar nor 

has Movant received a disciplinary resignation or disciplinary 

revocation from The Florida Bar. 

11. Movant has not previously been disciplined or held in 

contempt by reason of misconduct committed while engaged in 

representation pursuant to Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 

2.510, except as provided below (give date of disciplinary action 

or contempt, reasons therefor, and court imposing contempt): 

(Attach an additional sheet if necessary.) 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Movant has filed motion(s) to appear as counsel in Florida 

state courts during the past five (5) years in the following 

matters: (Attach an additional sheet if necessary.) 

Date of 

Motion 
Case Name Case Number Court Date 

Granted/ 

Denied 
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13. Local counsel of record associated with Movant in this 

matter is _________________ who is an active member in good 

standing of The Florida Bar [Name and Florida Bar Number] and has 

offices at [Street Address] [City] [County] [State] [Zip Code] 

[Telephone with area code] 

 

(If local counsel is not an active member of The Florida Bar 

in good standing, please provide information as to local counsel’s 

membership status.___________________________________) 

14. Movant has read the applicable provisions of Florida Rule 

of Judicial Administration 2.510 and Rule 1-3.10 of the Rules 

Regulating The Florida Bar and certifies that this verified motion 

complies with those rules. 

15. Movant agrees to comply with the provisions of the Florida 

Rules of Professional Conduct and consents to the jurisdiction of 

the courts and the Bar of the State of Florida. 

WHEREFORE, Movant respectfully requests permission to appear 

in this court for this cause only. 

DATED this ___________ day of ___________________, 20____. 

 

  

 Movant 

  

 Address 

  

 Address 

  

 City, State, Zip Code 

  

 Telephone Number 

  

 E-mail Address 
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STATE OF ______________________ 

COUNTY OF ______________________ 

I, ________________________________, do hereby swear or 

affirm under penalty of perjury that I am the Movant in the above-

styled matter; that I have read the foregoing Motion and know the 

contents thereof, and the contents are true of my own knowledge 

and belief. 

  

 Movant 

 

I hereby consent to be associated as local counsel of record 

in this cause pursuant to Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 

2.510. 

DATED this _______ day of __________________________, 20____. 

 

  

 Local Counsel of Record 

  

 Address 

  

 Address 

  

 City, State, Zip Code 

  

 Telephone Number 

  

 Florida Bar Number 

  

 E-mail Address 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing 

motion was served by mail to PHV Admissions, The Florida Bar, 651 

East Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2333 accompanied 

by payment of the $250.00 filing fee made payable to The Florida 

Bar, or notice that the movant has requested a judicial waiver of 

said fee; and by (e-mail) (delivery) (mail) (fax) to [name of 

attorney or party if not represented] 

 

this ________ day of ______________________, 20____. 

 

  

 Movant 
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

TextBookDiscrimination.com is not the author of these rules. 

Instead, TextBookDiscrimination.com merely re-printed and 

reformatted them for easier use. 

 

ORIGINAL SOURCE 

# Item Link 

1 Original Source www.FLRULES.org 

 

INTERACTIVE VERSION 

# Item Link 

1 Web TextBookDiscrimination.com/Rules/RJudAdmin/FL/P05A 
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