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RULE 21 | MOTIONS TO THE COURT 

1. Every motion to the Court shall clearly state its purpose 

and the facts on which it is based and may present legal 

argument in support thereof. No separate brief may be filed. 

A motion should be concise and shall comply with any 

applicable page limits. Non-dispositive motions and 

applications in cases in which certiorari has been granted, 

probable jurisdiction noted, or consideration of jurisdiction 

postponed shall state the position on the disposition of the 

motion or application of the other party or parties to the 

case. Rule 22 governs an application addressed to a single 

Justice. 

2. 

(a) A motion in any action within the Court’s original 

jurisdiction shall comply with Rule 17.3. 

(b) A motion to dismiss as moot (or a suggestion of 

mootness), a motion for leave to file a brief as amicus 

curiae, and any motion the granting of which would 

dispose of the entire case or would affect the final 

judgment to be entered (other than a motion to docket 

and dismiss under Rule 18.5 or a motion for voluntary 

dismissal under Rule 46) shall be prepared as required 

by Rule 33.1, and 40 copies shall be filed, except that 

a movant proceeding in forma pauperis under Rule 39, 

including an inmate of an institution, shall file a 

motion prepared as required by Rule 33.2, and shall file 

the number of copies required for a petition by such a 

person under Rule 12.2. The motion shall be served as 

required by Rule 29. 

(c) Any other motion to the Court shall be prepared as 

required by Rule 33.2; the moving party shall file an 

original and 10 copies. The Court subsequently may order 

the moving party to prepare the motion as required by 

Rule 33.1; in that event, the party shall file 40 copies. 

3. A motion to the Court shall be filed with the Clerk and 

shall be accompanied by proof of service as required by Rule 

29. No motion may be presented in open Court, other than a 

motion for admission to the Bar, except when the proceeding 

to which it refers is being argued. Oral argument on a motion 

will not be permitted unless the Court so directs. 
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4. Any response to a motion shall be filed as promptly as 

possible considering the nature of the relief sought and any 

asserted need for emergency action, and, in any event, within 

10 days of receipt, unless the Court or a Justice, or the 

Clerk under Rule 30.4, orders otherwise. A response to a 

motion prepared as required by Rule 33.1, except a response 

to a motion for leave to file an amicus curiae brief (see 

Rule 37.5), shall be prepared in the same manner if time 

permits. In an appropriate case, the Court may act on a motion 

without waiting for a response. 
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RULE 22 | APPLICATIONS TO INDIVIDUAL JUSTICES 

1. An application addressed to an individual Justice shall be 

filed with the Clerk, who will transmit it promptly to the 

Justice concerned if an individual Justice has authority to 

grant the sought relief. 

2. The original and two copies of any application addressed 

to an individual Justice shall be prepared as required by 

Rule 33.2, and shall be accompanied by proof of service as 

required by Rule 29. 

3. An application shall be addressed to the Justice allotted 

to the Circuit from which the case arises. An application 

arising from the United States Court of Appeals for the Armed 

Forces shall be addressed to the Chief Justice. When the 

Circuit Justice is unavailable for any reason, the 

application addressed to that Justice will be distributed to 

the Justice then available who is next junior to the Circuit 

Justice; the turn of the Chief Justice follows that of the 

most junior Justice. 

4. A Justice denying an application will note the denial 

thereon. Thereafter, unless action thereon is restricted by 

law to the Circuit Justice or is untimely under Rule 30.2, 

the party making an application, except in the case of an 

application for an extension of time, may renew it to any 

other Justice, subject to the provisions of this Rule. Except 

when the denial is without prejudice, a renewed application 

is not favored. Renewed application is made by a letter to 

the Clerk, designating the Justice to whom the application is 

to be directed, and accompanied by 10 copies of the original 

application and proof of service as required by Rule 29. 

5. A Justice to whom an application for a stay or for bail is 

submitted may refer it to the Court for determination. 

6. The Clerk will advise all parties concerned, by 

appropriately speedy means, of the disposition made of an 

application. 
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RULE 23 | STAYS 

1. A stay may be granted by a Justice as permitted by law. 

2. A party to a judgment sought to be reviewed may present to 

a Justice an application to stay the enforcement of that 

judgment. See 28 U.S.C. §2101(f). 

3. An application for a stay shall set out with particularity 

why the relief sought is not available from any other court 

or judge. Except in the most extraordinary circumstances, an 

application for a stay will not be entertained unless the 

relief requested was first sought in the appropriate court or 

courts below or from a judge or judges thereof. An application 

for a stay shall identify the judgment sought to be reviewed 

and have appended thereto a copy of the order and opinion, if 

any, and a copy of the order, if any, of the court or judge 

below denying the relief sought, and shall set out specific 

reasons why a stay is justified. The form and content of an 

application for a stay are governed by Rules 22 and 33.2. 

4. A judge, court, or Justice granting an application for a 

stay pending review by this Court may condition the stay on 

the filing of a supersedeas bond having an approved surety or 

sureties. The bond will be conditioned on the satisfaction of 

the judgment in full, together with any costs, interest, and 

damages for delay that may be awarded. If a part of the 

judgment sought to be reviewed has already been satisfied, or 

is otherwise secured, the bond may be conditioned on the 

satisfaction of the part of the judgment not otherwise secured 

or satisfied, together with costs, interest, and damages. 

 

 

  

https://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/?rls
https://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/?rls


TBD | Title V US Supreme Court - Local Rules of Court (All-in-One) | 7/1/2019 

www.TextBookDiscrimination.com | Get Booked Up on Justice | 8 of 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/?rls
https://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/?rls


TBD | Title V US Supreme Court - Local Rules of Court (All-in-One) | 7/1/2019 

www.TextBookDiscrimination.com | Get Booked Up on Justice | 9 of 9 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

TextBookDiscrimination.com is not the author of these rules. 

Instead, TextBookDiscrimination.com merely re-printed and 

reformatted them (with corrections on typos) for easier use. 

 

ORIGINAL SOURCE 

# Item Link 

1 Original Source www.SUPREMECOURT.gov 

 

INTERACTIVE VERSION 

# Item Link 

1 Web TextBookDiscrimination.com/Rules/Court/USSC/T005 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

E: TextBookDiscrimination@gmail.com 

W: www.TextBookDiscrimination.com 

 

 

Congratulations! You’re now booked up on Title V of the Local 

Rules of Court from the United States Supreme court! 

https://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/?rls
https://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/?rls
http://www.supremecourt.gov/
https://textbookdiscrimination.com/Rules/Court/USSC/T005?rls
mailto:TextBookDiscrimination@gmail.com
https://textbookdiscrimination.com/?tbdRls



