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RULES: 5.01 through 5.03

TITLE: COURT PROCEEDINGS
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Rule 5.01 | BROADCASTING, RECORDING, AND PHOTOGRAPHING

No one may broadcast, televise, record, or photograph a Jjudicial
proceeding, including a proceeding by telephone or wvideo.
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Rule 5.02 | JURY SELECTION AND PROHIBITION OF COMMUNICATION WITH
A JUROR

(a) SCOPE. In this rule, “party” includes the party’s lawyer
and anyone else acting in concert with, on behalf of, or at
the behest of, the party.

(b) LIST OF PROSPECTIVE JURORS. The clerk must deliver a list
of prospective jurors to each party immediately before Jjury
selection. Each party must return the list to the clerk after
the judge empanels the jury. No party may copy the list.

(c) RESEARCH OF A PROSPECTIVE JUROR. During jury selection,
no party may use an electronic device to gather or transmit
information about a prospective juror.

(d) COMMUNICATION WITH A JUROR.

(1) No party may communicate with a juror or respond to
a Jjuror’s unsolicited communication during or after
trial.

(2) A party and a juror must report promptly to the judge
a request for communication between a party and a juror.

(3) To communicate with a juror, a party:

(A) must move for permission within fourteen days
after the verdict unless the party shows good cause
for delay,

(B) must identify in the motion the juror and the
need for the communication, and

(C) must abide by any condition the judge imposes,
including on the place, manner, and scope of, and
the participants in, the communication.
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Rule 5.03 | COURTROOM DECORUM

(a) PURPOSE. This rule prescribes minimum regquirements of
courtroom decorum and supplements the Code of Professional
Responsibility and the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar.

(b) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR LAWYERS, PARTIES, AND OTHER
OBSERVERS. When in court, a person:

(1) must stand, i1if able, when court is opened, recessed,
and adjourned;

(2) must stand, if able, when the jury enters and leaves
the courtroom;

(3) must refrain from any gesture, expression, comment,
or noise that manifests approval or disapproval;

(4) must not wear clothing intended or 1likely to
influence or distract a juror;

(5) must keep an electronic device on silent mode;

(6) 1if at counsel table, must use an electronic device
only for the matter under consideration; and

(7) must not eat or drink anything except water.

(c) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR LAWYERS AND PRO SE PARTIES.
When in court, a lawyer and a pro se party:

(1) must stand, if able, when addressing, or being
addressed by, the judge;

(2) must hand the courtroom deputy a document offered
for the judge’s examination;

(3) must stand, 1f able, Dbehind the lectern when
presenting the opening statement or the closing argument
or when examining a witness unless approaching the
witness or the courtroom deputy with an exhibit or
approaching a demonstrative exhibit;

(4) must not echo a witness’s answer when examining the
witness;

(5) must state only the legal basis for an objection
unless the judge requests elaboration;

(6) must not offer or request a stipulation within the
hearing of the jury;
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(7) must address only the Jjudge when commenting,
inquiring, or arguing;

(8) must refrain from any display of animosity toward
anyone in the courtroom, including a lawyer, litigant,
or witness;

(9) must refer to a person by the person’s title and
surname (for example, Ms. Smith or Dr. Robinson) or case
designation (for example, “the plaintiff,” “the
defendant,” or “the witness”);

(10) must call the judge “Judge [Last Name]” or “Your
Honor”; and

(11) in an opening statement and a closing argument:

(A) must not express personal knowledge or opinion
and

(B) must not suggest that the jury can or should
request a transcript.

(d) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR LAWYERS ONLY. When in court,
a lawyer:

(1) must ensure a client and witness know and observe
this rule and

(2) must 1limit examination or cross-examination of a
witness to one lawyer for each party and ensure the
lawyer who objects during direct examination of a
witness 1is the same lawyer who cross-examines the
witness.

(e) PROCEEDING BY TELEPHONE OR VIDEO. If a judge conducts a
proceeding by telephone or video, a participant:

(1) must dress 1in professional attire and use a
professional background if either is visible,

(2) must use a landline if available,

(3) must designate one speaker for each party or
interested person,

(4) must not participate from a vehicle,

(5) must use the mute setting when not speaking,
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(6) must try to avoid background noise or other
interference,

(7) must wait for the judge to address the participant
before speaking and must not interrupt a speaker, and

(8) must start each distinct presentation by saying
“this is [name]” or the equivalent.

= www.TextBookDiscrimination.com | Get Booked Up on Justice | 8 of 10



https://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/?rls
https://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/?nws

TBD | Local Rules of Court (Chapter Five) | 2/1/2021

APPENDIX
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE

TextBookDiscrimination.com is not the author of these rules.
Instead, TextBookDiscrimination.com merely re-printed and

reformatted them for easier use.

ORIGINAL SOURCE

# Item Link

1 | Original Source www.FLMD.USCOURTS.gov

INTERACTIVE VERSION

Item Link

I3

1| Web TextBookDiscrimination.com/Rules/Court/USFLMD/C005

CONTACT INFORMATION

E: TextBookDiscriminationl@gmail.com

W: www.TextBookDiscrimination.com

Congratulations! You’re now booked up on Chapter Five of the
Local Rules of Court from the United States District Court
Middle District of Florida!
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