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ARTICLE XI SECTION 1 | PROPOSAL BY LEGISLATURE 

Amendment of a section or revision of one or more articles, 

or the whole, of this constitution may be proposed by joint 

resolution agreed to by three-fifths of the membership of each 

house of the legislature. The full text of the joint resolution 

and the vote of each member voting shall be entered on the journal 

of each house. 
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ARTICLE XI SECTION 2 | REVISION COMMISSION 

(a) Within thirty days before the convening of the 2017 

regular session of the legislature, and each twentieth year 

thereafter, there shall be established a constitution revision 

commission composed of the following thirty-seven members: 

(1) the attorney general of the state; 

(2) fifteen members selected by the governor; 

(3) nine members selected by the speaker of the house of 

representatives and nine members selected by the 

president of the senate; and 

(4) three members selected by the chief justice of the 

supreme court of Florida with the advice of the justices. 

(b) The governor shall designate one member of the commission 

as its chair. Vacancies in the membership of the commission shall 

be filled in the same manner as the original appointments. 

(c) Each constitution revision commission shall convene at 

the call of its chair, adopt its rules of procedure, examine the 

constitution of the state, hold public hearings, and, not later 

than one hundred eighty days prior to the next general election, 

file with the custodian of state records its proposal, if any, of 

a revision of this constitution or any part of it. 

 

History. – Am. H.J.R. 1616, 1988; adopted 1988; Am. S.J.R. 210, 1996; adopted 

1996; Ams. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision Nos. 8 and 

13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. 
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ARTICLE XI SECTION 3 | INITIATIVE 

The power to propose the revision or amendment of any portion 

or portions of this constitution by initiative is reserved to the 

people, provided that, any such revision or amendment, except for 

those limiting the power of government to raise revenue, shall 

embrace but one subject and matter directly connected therewith. 

It may be invoked by filing with the custodian of state records a 

petition containing a copy of the proposed revision or amendment, 

signed by a number of electors in each of one half of the 

congressional districts of the state, and of the state as a whole, 

equal to eight percent of the votes cast in each of such districts 

respectively and in the state as a whole in the last preceding 

election in which presidential electors were chosen. 

 

History. – Am. H.J.R. 2835, 1972; adopted 1972; Am. by Initiative Petition filed 

with the Secretary of State August 3, 1993; adopted 1994; Am. proposed by 

Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 8, 1998, filed with the Secretary 

of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. 
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ARTICLE XI SECTION 4 | CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

(a) The power to call a convention to consider a revision of 

the entire constitution is reserved to the people. It may be 

invoked by filing with the custodian of state records a petition, 

containing a declaration that a constitutional convention is 

desired, signed by a number of electors in each of one half of the 

congressional districts of the state, and of the state as a whole, 

equal to fifteen per cent of the votes cast in each such district 

respectively and in the state as a whole in the last preceding 

election of presidential electors. 

(b) At the next general election held more than ninety days 

after the filing of such petition there shall be submitted to the 

electors of the state the question: “Shall a constitutional 

convention be held?” If a majority voting on the question votes in 

the affirmative, at the next succeeding general election there 

shall be elected from each representative district a member of a 

constitutional convention. On the twenty-first day following that 

election, the convention shall sit at the capital, elect officers, 

adopt rules of procedure, judge the election of its membership, 

and fix a time and place for its future meetings. Not later than 

ninety days before the next succeeding general election, the 

convention shall cause to be filed with the custodian of state 

records any revision of this constitution proposed by it. 

 

History. – Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 8, 

1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. 
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ARTICLE XI SECTION 5 | AMENDMENT OF REVISION ELECTION 

(a) A proposed amendment to or revision of this constitution, 

or any part of it, shall be submitted to the electors at the next 

general election held more than ninety days after the joint 

resolution or report of revision commission, constitutional 

convention or taxation and budget reform commission proposing it 

is filed with the custodian of state records, unless, pursuant to 

law enacted by the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the 

membership of each house of the legislature and limited to a single 

amendment or revision, it is submitted at an earlier special 

election held more than ninety days after such filing. 

(b) A proposed amendment or revision of this constitution, or 

any part of it, by initiative shall be submitted to the electors 

at the general election provided the initiative petition is filed 

with the custodian of state records no later than February 1 of 

the year in which the general election is held. 

(c) The legislature shall provide by general law, prior to 

the holding of an election pursuant to this section, for the 

provision of a statement to the public regarding the probable 

financial impact of any amendment proposed by initiative pursuant 

to section 3. 

(d) Once in the tenth week, and once in the sixth week 

immediately preceding the week in which the election is held, the 

proposed amendment or revision, with notice of the date of election 

at which it will be submitted to the electors, shall be published 

in one newspaper of general circulation in each county in which a 

newspaper is published. 

(e) Unless otherwise specifically provided for elsewhere in 

this constitution, if the proposed amendment or revision is 

approved by vote of at least sixty percent of the electors voting 

on the measure, it shall be effective as an amendment to or 

revision of the constitution of the state on the first Tuesday 

after the first Monday in January following the election, or on 

such other date as may be specified in the amendment or revision. 

 

History. – Am. H.J.R. 1616, 1988; adopted 1988; Am. proposed by Constitution 

Revision Commission, Revision No. 8, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 

5, 1998; adopted 1998; Am. H.J.R. 571, 2001; adopted 2002; Am. S.J.R. 2394, 

2004; adopted 2004; Am. H.J.R. 1723, 2005; adopted 2006.  

http://www.textbookdiscrimination.com/


TBD | Constitution - Florida | Article XI (All-in-One Document) | 11/5/1968 

 www.TextBookDiscrimination.com | Get Booked Up on Justice | 9 of 13 

ARTICLE XI SECTION 6 | TAXATION AND BUDGET REFORM COMMISSION 

(a) Beginning in 2007 and each twentieth year thereafter, 

there shall be established a taxation and budget reform commission 

composed of the following members: 

(1) eleven members selected by the governor, none of 

whom shall be a member of the legislature at the time of 

appointment. 

(2) seven members selected by the speaker of the house 

of representatives and seven members selected by the 

president of the senate, none of whom shall be a member 

of the legislature at the time of appointment. 

(3) four non-voting ex officio members, all of whom shall 

be members of the legislature at the time of appointment. 

Two of these members, one of whom shall be a member of 

the minority party in the house of representatives, 

shall be selected by the speaker of the house of 

representatives, and two of these members, one of whom 

shall be a member of the minority party in the senate, 

shall be selected by the president of the senate. 

(b) Vacancies in the membership of the commission shall be 

filled in the same manner as the original appointments. 

(c) At its initial meeting, the members of the commission 

shall elect a member who is not a member of the legislature to 

serve as chair and the commission shall adopt its rules of 

procedure. Thereafter, the commission shall convene at the call of 

the chair. An affirmative vote of two thirds of the full commission 

shall be necessary for any revision of this constitution or any 

part of it to be proposed by the commission. 

(d) The commission shall examine the state budgetary process, 

the revenue needs and expenditure processes of the state, the 

appropriateness of the tax structure of the state, and governmental 

productivity and efficiency; review policy as it relates to the 

ability of state and local government to tax and adequately fund 

governmental operations and capital facilities required to meet 

the state’s needs during the next twenty year period; determine 

methods favored by the citizens of the state to fund the needs of 

the state, including alternative methods for raising sufficient 

revenues for the needs of the state; determine measures that could 

be instituted to effectively gather funds from existing tax 

sources; examine constitutional limitations on taxation and 
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expenditures at the state and local level; and review the state’s 

comprehensive planning, budgeting and needs assessment processes 

to determine whether the resulting information adequately supports 

a strategic decisionmaking process. 

(e) The commission shall hold public hearings as it deems 

necessary to carry out its responsibilities under this section. 

The commission shall issue a report of the results of the review 

carried out, and propose to the legislature any recommended 

statutory changes related to the taxation or budgetary laws of the 

state. Not later than one hundred eighty days prior to the general 

election in the second year following the year in which the 

commission is established, the commission shall file with the 

custodian of state records its proposal, if any, of a revision of 

this constitution or any part of it dealing with taxation or the 

state budgetary process. 

 

History. – Added, H.J.R. 1616, 1988; adopted 1988; Ams. proposed by Constitution 

Revision Commission, Revision Nos. 8 and 13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of 

State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. 
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ARTICLE XI SECTION 7 | TAX OR FEE LIMITATION 

Notwithstanding Article X, Section 12(d) of this 

constitution, no new State tax or fee shall be imposed on or after 

November 8, 1994 by any amendment to this constitution unless the 

proposed amendment is approved by not fewer than two-thirds of the 

voters voting in the election in which such proposed amendment is 

considered. For purposes of this section, the phrase “new State 

tax or fee” shall mean any tax or fee which would produce revenue 

subject to lump sum or other appropriation by the Legislature, 

either for the State general revenue fund or any trust fund, which 

tax or fee is not in effect on November 7, 1994 including without 

limitation such taxes and fees as are the subject of proposed 

constitutional amendments appearing on the ballot on November 8, 

1994. This section shall apply to proposed constitutional 

amendments relating to State taxes or fees which appear on the 

November 8, 1994 ballot, or later ballots, and any such proposed 

amendment which fails to gain the two-thirds vote required hereby 

shall be null, void and without effect. 

 

History. – Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State March 

11, 1994; adopted 1996. 
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